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The Last Streetcar in Peoria  
October 2, 1946  



A Little History:  The 70s  

ÅIn 1970, residents of the City of Peoria, 
Village of Peoria Heights and West Peoria 
Township voted to form the Greater Peoria 
Mass Transit District (GPMTD).  

ÅThe federal government gave GPMTD a 
grant to purchase 33 new buses.  

ÅGPMTD began contracting with the East 
Peoria Mass Transit District to provide bus 
service.  



A Little History:  The 90s  

ÅThe federal government gave GPMTD a 
grant to purchase 33 new buses.  

ÅGPMTD began contracting with the East 
Peoria Mass Transit District to provide bus 
service.  



A Little History:  The 90s  

ÅGPMTD and the Peoria 
Historical Society (PHS) 
began to partner to 
provide trolley tours of the 
Peoria area with narration 
in 1995.  

ÅCurrently PHS provides 
the tours and passengers 
pay $1.00 to ride vehicles 
on CityLinkôs seasonal 

routes .  



Transit Center Opens in  
 Downtown Peoria  

US Secretary of 
Transportation Ray 
LaHood (at that 
time he was the 
U.S. Representative 
for the 18 th  District)  



Transit Center  

Å Covered canopy with eighteen bays 

Å Easier access to location of specific 
routes for the passengers  

Å Climate controlled facility with public 
restrooms, comfortable seating and 
vending machines  

Å Customer service center for the 
purchase of bus passes as well as 
convenient payment of local utility bills 
ï gas, electric and water.  



Transit Center  

Myahôs 4 Kids Learning Center partnered 
with CityLink and operates a daycare 
center in the Transit Center.  
Å The arrangement is one of first in the 
nation to provide this combination of 
childcare and transportation.  
Å This allows parents to leave their 
children with child -care providers, 
board the bus to their chosen jobs and 
return after work to pick up their 
children.  

 



Referendum  

In 1995 residents voted overwhelmingly 
to increase CityLinkôs taxing authority 
from 5 mil to 15 mil property tax. Thus 
demonstrating the local areaôs 
commitment to mass transit.  

 



A little History: the 2000s  

Å  In 2007, General Manager 

Jerome D. Lilly passed away.  
Å  Lilly started as a part-time 
bus operator, and worked for 
GPMTD for 19 years.  
Å  Today we celebrate 
Passenger Appreciation Day 
annually on his birthday, 
April 20.  



40 th  Anniversary  

In 2010 GPMTD celebrated 40 years of 
operation with a series of special events and 
celebrations.  



40 th  Anniversary Bus Banners  



40 th  Anniversary Bus Banners  



Today  



Mission Statement  

CityLink provides economic, social and 
environmental benefits to the 

community through progressive, 
customer focused transportation service 
by combining state of the art equipment 

and facilities with professional, well 
trained staff.  

 



GMPTD Board of Trustees  

Don Shay, Chair  
Peoria Heights  

Art Bell, Secretary  
Peoria  

Sharon McBride  
Treasurer  
West Peoria  

James Polk  
Vice Chair  
Peoria  

Maxine Wortham  
Chairperson of Program Development  
Peoria  



General Manager  

Thomas Lucek, P.E.  

At GPMTD  
Since 10/8/2007  


