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Joint Development Efforts at FTA 
ÅProposed Circular 

ïTo be published for public comment 

ïSingle guidance document for grantees 

ïIncorporates MAP-21 provisions 

ÅFTA Defines Joint Development (JD) 

ÅClarifies FTA Policy 

ÅProvides Framework for Analyzing JD Projects 
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Joint Development: Defined 

A transit project 

Integrally related 
to commercial, 
residential or 

mixed-use 
development; 

often co-located 

May include 
public, private or 

non-profit 
development 

associated with 
transit capital 
investments 

FTA financial 
ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ Ґ άŀ 
ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘέ 
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Joint ŝŹƊŹƀƃƄƁŹƂƈ9  şŭŚMƇ ũƃƀŽŷƍ 
FTA supports the use of joint development wherever possible to 
maximize utility of FTA-funded projects 

FTA allows the revenue received from an FTA-funded joint 
development project to be treated as program income 

FTA recognizes that joint development provides multiple and 
varied benefits 

FTA will defer to grantee on business decisions 
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Areas of Interest to FTA 
When FTA is presented with a joint 

development project, there are typically two 

categories of issues that we must consider: 

1. Eligibility issues associated with the use of 

FTA grant funds or program income for a capital 

project; and 

2. Issues associated with the acquisition, use, and 

disposition of real property that was or will be 

purchased with FTA funds. 
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What is an Eligible  
FTA Joint Development Project? 

1.  It must enhance economic development or incorporate private investment. 

2.  It must  enhance effectiveness of transit and be physically or functionally 
related to transit, or establish new/enhanced coordination with other modes. 

3.  It must provide a fair share of revenue for transit use. 

4.  It must provide that occupants pay fair share of facility costs. 
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ÅEnhanced economic development ð 

ïAdds value to privately or publicly funded economic development 

activity occurring in close proximity to the transit facility. 

Å Incorporates private investment: 

ïAny joint development that incorporates private investment will satisfy 

this criteria. 

ÅRemember, joint development may involve public or non-profit partners, not just 

the private sector. 

ï Private investment does not need to be monetary. 

ÅMay be in the form of real property or some other contribution to be generated 

initially or over the life of the JD. 

ï FTA will not set a monetary threshold for private investment. 

ÅThe amount and form of private investment is up to the grantee and its partner(s) 
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1.  It must enhance economic development or incorporate 
private investment. 


