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Amtrak Cascades History
1992 The U.S. Department of Transportation designates the Pacific Northwest Rail 

Corridor (Vancouver, BC to Eugene, OR) one of five high-speed rail corridors in 

the country.

1993 Amtrak offers one daily Seattle-Portland round-trip. (British Columbia, 

Washington & Oregon)

1994 In April, Washington State leases a Spanish-built Talgo train and contracts with 

Amtrak to provide a second daily round trip between Seattle and Portland.

1995 After a 14-year hiatus, WSDOT and Amtrak introduce service between Seattle 

and Vancouver, BC in May.

In October, Oregon State sponsors an extension of existing daily Seattle-

Portland Amtrak service to add stops in Salem, Albany, and Eugene.

Renovation to Fairhaven Station in Bellingham is completed.

Restoration of the Kelso Multimodal Transportation Center is completed.



Amtrak Cascades History - Continued

1996 Renfe Talgo of America wins the contract to build new, custom-designed trains 

for Washington State and Amtrak for use on the Pacific Northwest Rail Corridor.

The daily Seattle-Vancouver, BC service is named Amtrakôs ñTrain of the Yearò 

for customer satisfaction.

1997 For the second year in a row, the daily Seattle-Vancouver, BC service is named 

Amtrakôs ñTrain of the Yearò for customer satisfaction. 

1998 In May, U.S. federal government and rail road officials approve more extensive 

use of Talgo train technology in the Pacific Northwest. As a result, travel time 

between Seattle and Portland is reduced by 25 minutes.

A third daily round trip between Seattle and Portland is added.

1999 New Amtrak Cascades service, featuring new custom-built Talgo trains and 

improved customer service, amenities, and accessibility, debuts on the Pacific 

Northwest Rail Corridor. The service is sponsored by Amtrak and the states of 

Washington and Oregon.

New daily round trip service between Seattle and Bellingham added in 

September.

2000 A second daily Seattle-Portland round trip was extended south to Eugene and 

sponsored by the state of Oregon.



Amtrak Cascades History - Continued
2001 A new Amtrak station-stop begins service in Tukwila, Washington. This station-

developed in partnership with Sound Transit commuter rail-will provide improved 

access for travelers who live in suburbs east and south of Seattle, and offer 

convenient connections to Seattle-Tacoma International Airport.

2002 Planning begins for renovating Seattleôs historic King Street Station into a 

modern transportation hub, connecting Amtrak Cascades service to commuter 

rail, light rail, local transit, and other services.

New Everett Station opens.

Remodeling completed to Centraliaôs Union Depot.

2003 Renovation on Seattleôs King Street Station begins.

WSDOT purchases third Amtrak Cascades trainset from Talgo to maintain 

current schedules and pave the way for service expansions.

2004 Amtrak Cascadesbegins stopping at Mount Vernonôs new Skagit Station in 

September.

Amtrak Cascades begins stopping at the new station in Oregon City, OR.



Amtrak Cascades History - Continued

2005 King Street Station renovations continue.

2006 Fourth daily round trip between Seattle and Portland added in July.

2007 Interior refurbishment begins on all  Amtrak Cascades trains. All trains will be 

outfitted with new leather seating surfaces, updated interior color schemes and 

paneling, and new flooring. When completed in 2008, their service life will be 

extended to approximately 2029.

2008 New connecting bus service added connecting Everett, Mount Vernon, and 

Bellingham to trains arriving and departing in Seattle.

2009 Amtrak Cascades celebrates its 10 year anniversary. More than six million 

passengers have ridden Amtrak Cascades over the last 10 years resulting in a 

71 percent increase in ridership since 1999.

The long awaited second daily Amtrak Cascades train between Seattle and 

Vancouver, BC began service in August. With the addition of this second train 

service, travelers from Oregon have direct round-trip service between Portland, 

OR and Vancouver, BC.



Washington State Historical Funding 

Operating

$199 million from 1994 through 2008

$29.1 million budgeted from 2009 to 2011

Capital

$137 million spent from 1994 through 2008

$139 million projected from 2008 through 2013

ÁNearly $1.0 billion in capital and operating funds has been 

invested in high speed intercity passenger rail in the Pacific 

Northwest Rail Corridor since 1994. Washington State alone has 

invested over $331 million in support of high speed passenger 

rail.



The 5 ingredients for Success in a High 

Speed Corridor

ÁReliability

ÁFrequency of Service

Á Journey time

ÁAccessibility

ÁCultural acceptance
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Trains 513 and 516 extended their route to Vancouver, BC in mid-August 2009.

State-Supported Amtrak Cascades Farebox Recovery
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