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Congress Passes Continuing Resolution and
Surface Transportation Authorization Extension Act

Cuts Public Transit Funding by 20 percent and
Passenger Rail Funding by 81 percent

On September 1, 2026, the House of Representatives passed H.R. 6500, the Continuing
Appropriations and Extensions Act, 2027, by a vote of 370-48. On September 2, President Trump
signed the legislation. The Continuing Appropriations and Extensions Act, 2027 (P.L. 119-103) is
both a Continuing Resolution (CR) that funds the Federal Government, including Federal Transit
Administration (FTA), Federal Railroad Administration (FRA), and U.S. Department of
Transportation (DOT) programs, and a short-term Surface Transportation Authorization
extension through December 11, 2026. Prior to House consideration, the Senate passed the bill
by a vote of 90-6 on August 8.

It is critical that Congress enact a Surface Transportation Extension Act because, without it,
surface transportation programs would shut down on October 1. However, the Act does not
include advance appropriations, a form of guaranteed funding provided by the Infrastructure
Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA).

Without advance appropriations, the legislation cuts Federal public transit investment by
20 percent from current Fiscal Year (FY) 2026 funding levels. It cuts passenger rail
investment by 81 percent, and passenger rail receives no guaranteed funding.

Public Transportation Investments

The Continuing Appropriations and Extensions Act extends Highway Trust Fund contract
authority programs and programs funded by regular appropriations at FY 2026 levels. However,
the legislation does not continue advance appropriations, which currently provide $4.25 billion
annually for public transit and $13.2 billion annually for passenger rail investments.

Without advance appropriations, the Act cuts total Federal public transit investment by 20
percent from current FY 2026 funding levels. The legislation cuts passenger investment by 81
percent, and passenger rail receives no guaranteed funding.

In a July 31 letter, APTA detailed the programs that will be disproportionately cut if advance
appropriations are not provided in FY 2027, including Buses and Bus Facilities Grants, State of
Good Repair Formula Grants, Capital Investment Grants (CIG), and Federal Railroad
Administration programs. APTA also joined multiple Coalition letters supporting DOT advance
appropriations.



https://www.congress.gov/119/bills/hr6500/BILLS-119hr6500eas.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/119/bills/hr6500/BILLS-119hr6500eas.pdf
https://www.apta.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/APTA-LTR-CR-and-Surf.-Trans.-Extension-07.31.2026.pdf
https://www.apta.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/APTA-FACT-SHEET-Coalition-Letters-on-Transportation-Investment-07-30-2026.pdf
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To date, Senate Democrats have sent three separate 2026 letters urging Congress to provide DOT
advance appropriations. In addition, on August 31, the bipartisan leaders of the House Problem
Solvers Caucus sent a letter echoing the call for Congress to continue DOT advance
appropriations.

Please view APTA’s Public Transit Funding Table of the Continuing Appropriations and
Extensions Act. In addition, please view the State-by-State Cuts to Public Transit Formula Funds
and the Urbanized Area Cuts to Public Transit Formula Funds of the legislation.

Please view APTA’s Passenger Rail Funding Table of the Continuing Appropriations and
Extensions Act.

Capital Investment Grants

Section 149 of Division A extends the disbursement authority of certain CIG projects that face
impending lapses. APTA urged Congress to include this provision, which was also included in
the White House Office of Management and Budget (OMB) list of “anomalies” for the CR.

Office of Management and Budget Proposed Rule on Uniform Guidance

Section 157 of Division A prohibits OMB from issuing a final rule on its proposed revisions to
the “Uniform Guidance” through December 11, 2026. APTA urged Congress to prohibit
implementation of the proposed rule.

OMB’s proposed rule would amend procedures for Federal grant management under 2 CFR 200
and other parts of 2 CFR. View APTA’s letter, to OMB highlighting its serious concerns with
OMB’s Notice of Proposed Rulemaking on Federal Financial Assistance. In the letter, APTA
urged OMB to withdraw its proposed rule.

On August 31, 2026, APTA joined more than 100 national organizations in a Coalition letter to
House Appropriations Committee leaders urging Congress to stop OMB from implementing its
proposed rule.



https://www.apta.com/advocacy/federal-legislative-priorities/appropriations/
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2F46pe6vhbb.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001i4fIax_9DVbEyt6bL0TJrf5P8zpmMIBuib0ZQjvuKNfQz3ETuFYiAAVe4KW4Ivt4xtp4RAUSos758IH_kwX_fdX-ycnQGDIfyPg1ewK5WzwDUqlN3EzxzP_gnRbGW-Wr9TIsDM15Roqb8NyJwjOr6RzHclgbBj04nFRNDoHpsk0wmaDIFUTwQ0l9r_1l543MKn2_a9qk2Wh4LPn54-bJMesSL3nBkmQBWSOUlssF_FRLeJgFe-7F8w%3D%3D%26c%3DHa8aXrRdOEu1-0iuOD57ifeTsXabiLdI90aK4GHtwFnxA5_LBZbQyQ%3D%3D%26ch%3DyXdtaCaskQGkOKC5xGaTG4wY7fBDvOI-WABPQ78HLzKdOb9ay_ljew%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cbschwartz%40apta.com%7C22fa54212d2a4a29b43808df0829f4ed%7C11166fa83bda477a84fdc0345adb9d26%7C1%7C0%7C639238648469155454%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FIIVvRmeb5TDWsd4yUAVfgoq9PYqfMl8D0CIWERhnn0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapta.mmsend.com%2Flink.cfm%3Fr%3DFMUW6A6tHjlbYG-ZQnX50A%7E%7E%26pe%3DcMAYysH1LTJGtcxHN0TxPehh8RIB5JMhberpRPTzc7epSWSlvb7Tm0bOEhOP096KV-aUlipIYQhdTlp8UD9ACw%7E%7E%26t%3Dp18VEQ_VMk1VKDd-HVEhXw%7E%7E&data=05%7C02%7Ckmabry%40apta.com%7Ccb2bb3b1e0a04374805508df093176b3%7C11166fa83bda477a84fdc0345adb9d26%7C1%7C0%7C639239780202099741%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=km424JtGQii8tZGRGWAnBiyfV45WJSzS1EZQl5yYAao%3D&reserved=0
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https://www.apta.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/APTA_COMMENT_OMB_NPRM_2_CFR_200-07-13-2026.pdf
https://www.apta.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/COALITION-LTR-to-House-Committee-on-Appropriations-on-the-Office-of-Management-and-Budget-Grant-Rule-08.31.2026-1.pdf

