
March 4, 2025 

The Honorable Lisa Murkowski  
U.S. Senate 
522 Hart Senate Office Building  
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Senator Murkowski, 

On behalf of the American Public Transportation Association (APTA), which 
represents a $79 billion industry that directly employs 430,000 dedicated 
workers and supports millions of private-sector jobs, I look forward to working 
with you to ensure that Congress continues to provide critical infrastructure 
investments for public transportation in the 119th Congress.   

Public transportation drives the American economy, creating millions of 
jobs and strengthening local communities. Every $1 invested in public 
transportation generates $5 in long -term economic returns. It benefits more 
than just the people who ride it. In cities and towns across America, miles from 
the nearest bus or rail stop, American workers build buses, trains, and 
technology that power our nation’s mobility. In fact, 77 percent of Federal 
public transportation investments flow directly to the private sector, and every 
$1 billion invested creates or sustains 50,000 jobs—family-wage jobs in 
manufacturing, technology, and services. 

APTA, together with its more than 1,600 public- and private-sector member 
organizations, urges Congress to fully fund public transit and passenger rail in 
the Fiscal Year (FY) 2025 Transportation, Housing and Urban Development, 
and Related Agencies (THUD) Appropriations Act. Specifically, we urge you 
to provide $21.9 billion for public transit and $20.6 billion for passenger rail in 
FY 2025.  

These critical investments will help public transit agencies address the more 
than $100 billion state-of-good repair backlog, meet growing mobility demands 
in our communities, and drive innovation and new technologies.  
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In both the THUD appropriations and surface transportation authorization bills, we stand ready to 
work with you to fully fund investments in public transit and passenger rail and streamline 
regulatory and administrative processes to successfully advance public transportation 
infrastructure projects.  
 
To illustrate some of the many economic benefits of public transportation to your State and our 
nation, I enclose the following documents: 
 

 An industry footprint, detailing the breadth and depth of public transportation services, 
manufacturers, and suppliers in your State;  
 

 Rail and bus manufacturing suppliers across the United States; and 
 

 An infographic outlining the importance of public transportation to the nation. 
 
If you have any questions or would like additional information, please contact me directly or Ward 
McCarragher, Vice President, Government Affairs and Advocacy, at wmccarragher@apta.com. 
 
Thank you for your consideration and we look forward to working with you. 
 

Sincerely, 

       
Paul P. Skoutelas    

 President and CEO  
 
 
Enclosures    
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