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118th Congress

House Senate

222 - 212* 51* - 49

435
Seats

*3 Independents*1 Vacancy
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Federal Debt
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Transportation (THUD) Appropriations Act
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CIG Project
Pipeline

The CIG Pipeline includes

83 Projects requesting             

$46 Billion in additional CIG 
Funds: 

✓ 41 Bus Rapid Transit;

✓ 18 Light Rail;

✓ 9 Heavy Rail;

✓ 10 Commuter Rail; and

✓ 5 Streetcar projects.
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APTA’s CIG Dashboard
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THUD Appropriations Act
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✓ From 2012 to 2021, 
Congress has provided 
$11.2 billion for Public 
Transit Emergency Relief to 
13 States, 3 Territories, and 
Washington, DC in three 
separate Acts of Congress

PR, VI & MP

Public Transit Emergency Relief
For Natural Disasters

PR, VI & MP
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PR, VI & MP

Public Transit Emergency Relief
For Natural Disasters

✓ Per APTA’s request, in the 
Consolidated 
Appropriations Act, 
Congress provides $214 
million for Public Transit 
Emergency Relief for tranit
systems impacted by major 
disasters in 2017, 2020, 
2021, and 2022.

PR, VI & MP
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IIJA 2022 Competitive Grant Awards
Program Eligible Projects Amounts Award Date

RAISE Grants (FY 2022) • Local and Regional Projects Assistance Grants

• Transit and passenger rail projects 

$2.3 billion August 11

FTA Low and No Emission Bus 

Grants (FY 2022)

• Purchasing or leasing low- or no-emission buses and 

facilities

$1.1 billion August 16

FTA Bus and Bus Facilities Grants 

(FY 2022)

• Replacing, rehabilitating, or purchasing buses, 

equipment, and facilities

$547 million August 16

INFRA Grants (FY 2022) • Intercity passenger rail and grade-crossing projects $1.5 billion Sept. 15

Continued…
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IIJA 2022 Competitive Grant Awards
Program Eligible Projects Amounts Award Date

RAISE Grants (FY 2022) • Local and Regional Projects Assistance Grants

• Transit and passenger rail projects 

$2.3 billion August 11

FTA Low and No Emission Bus 

Grants (FY 2022)

• Purchasing or leasing low- or no-emission buses and 

facilities

$1.1 billion August 16

FTA Bus and Bus Facilities Grants 

(FY 2022)

• Replacing, rehabilitating, or purchasing buses, 

equipment, and facilities

$547 million August 16

INFRA Grants (FY 2022) • Intercity passenger rail and grade-crossing projects $1.5 billion Sept. 15

Continued…

Program Eligible Projects Amounts Award Date

Transit-Oriented Development 

(FY 2022)

• Development around transit stations to create 

compact, mixed-use communities with easy access to 

jobs and services

$13 million Nov. 17

All Stations Accessibility Program 

(ASAP) 

(FY 2022 – FY 2023)

• Upgrading accessibility of Legacy Rail systems for 

people with disabilities
$686 million Dec. 19

Rural Transportation Grants 

(FY 2022)

• Improve and expand surface transportation 

infrastructure in rural areas
$274 million Dec. 21

Total $6.4 billion
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IIJA 2022-2023 Pending NOFOs
Program Eligible Projects Amounts Application

Deadline

Mega Grants (FY 2022)
• Transit projects that are part of an eligible project $1 billion May 23

University Transportation Center 

(UTC) Grants (FY 2022)
• Establishing and operating UTCs $80 million August 25

FTA Ferry Programs (FY 2022)

• Purchasing and rehabilitating passenger ferries, 

including electric or now-emitting ferries and ferries 

that serve rural areas

$295 million Sept. 6

Safe Streets and Roads for All 

(SS4A) Grants (FY 2022)

• Carrying out projects and strategies identified in 

Comprehensive Safety Action Plan
$1 billion Sept. 15

Continued…
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IIJA 2022-2023 Pending NOFOs
Program Eligible Projects Amounts Application

Deadline

Mega Grants (FY 2022)
• Transit projects that are part of an eligible project $1 billion May 23

University Transportation Center 

(UTC) Grants (FY 2022)
• Establishing and operating UTCs $80 million August 25

FTA Ferry Programs (FY 2022)

• Purchasing and rehabilitating passenger ferries, 

including electric or now-emitting ferries and ferries 

that serve rural areas

$295 million Sept. 6

Safe Streets and Roads for All 

(SS4A) Grants (FY 2022)

• Carrying out projects and strategies identified in 

Comprehensive Safety Action Plan
$1 billion Sept. 15

Continued…

Program Eligible Projects Amounts Application

Deadline

Railroad Crossing Elimination 

Grants (FY 2022)

• New grade-crossing improvement projects 

(including commuter rail)
$573 million October 11

Reconnecting Communities Pilot 

Program (FY 2022)

• Mitigating highways or other transportation facilities 

that create community barriers 
$195 million October 13

Strengthening Mobility and 

Revolutionizing Transportation 

(SMART) Grant Program (FY 2022)

• Projects focused on technology that improves 

transportation efficiency and safety in communities
$100 million Nov. 18

Thriving Communities Program

(FY 2022)

• Provide technical assistance, planning and capacity 

building support to advance transportation in 

disadvantaged communities

$25 million Nov. 22

Continued…
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IIJA 2022-2023 Pending NOFOs
Program Eligible Projects Amounts Application

Deadline

Mega Grants (FY 2022)
• Transit projects that are part of an eligible project $1 billion May 23

University Transportation Center 

(UTC) Grants (FY 2022)
• Establishing and operating UTCs $80 million August 25

FTA Ferry Programs (FY 2022)

• Purchasing and rehabilitating passenger ferries, 

including electric or now-emitting ferries and ferries 

that serve rural areas

$295 million Sept. 6

Safe Streets and Roads for All 

(SS4A) Grants (FY 2022)

• Carrying out projects and strategies identified in 

Comprehensive Safety Action Plan
$1 billion Sept. 15

Continued…

Program Eligible Projects Amounts Application

Deadline

Railroad Crossing Elimination 

Grants (FY 2022)

• New grade-crossing improvement projects 

(including commuter rail)
$573 million October 11

Reconnecting Communities Pilot 

Program (FY 2022)

• Mitigating highways or other transportation facilities 

that create community barriers 
$195 million October 13

Strengthening Mobility and 

Revolutionizing Transportation 

(SMART) Grant Program (FY 2022)

• Projects focused on technology that improves 

transportation efficiency and safety in communities
$100 million Nov. 18

Thriving Communities Program

(FY 2022)

• Provide technical assistance, planning and capacity 

building support to advance transportation in 

disadvantaged communities

$25 million Nov. 22

Continued…

Program Eligible Projects Amounts Application

Deadline

Consolidated Rail Infrastructure 

and Safety Improvements (CRISI) 

(FY 2022)

• Improving intercity passenger and freight rail systems $1.4 billion December 1

Rail Vehicle Replacement Program 

(FY 2022)

• Replacing rail rolling stock under State of Good Repair 

Grants Program
$600 million January 5

Culvert Aquatic Organism Passage 

(AOP) (FY 2022)
• Replacement, removal, and repair of culverts or weirs $196 million February 6

Raise Grants (FY 2023)
• Local and Regional Projects Assistance Grants

• Transit and passenger rail projects 
$1.5 billion February 28

Continued…
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IIJA 2022-2023 Pending NOFOs
Program Eligible Projects Amounts Application

Deadline

Mega Grants (FY 2022)
• Transit projects that are part of an eligible project $1 billion May 23

University Transportation Center 

(UTC) Grants (FY 2022)
• Establishing and operating UTCs $80 million August 25

FTA Ferry Programs (FY 2022)

• Purchasing and rehabilitating passenger ferries, 

including electric or now-emitting ferries and ferries 

that serve rural areas

$295 million Sept. 6

Safe Streets and Roads for All 

(SS4A) Grants (FY 2022)

• Carrying out projects and strategies identified in 

Comprehensive Safety Action Plan
$1 billion Sept. 15

Continued…

Program Eligible Projects Amounts Application

Deadline

Railroad Crossing Elimination 

Grants (FY 2022)

• New grade-crossing improvement projects 

(including commuter rail)
$573 million October 11

Reconnecting Communities Pilot 

Program (FY 2022)

• Mitigating highways or other transportation facilities 

that create community barriers 
$195 million October 13

Strengthening Mobility and 

Revolutionizing Transportation 

(SMART) Grant Program (FY 2022)

• Projects focused on technology that improves 

transportation efficiency and safety in communities
$100 million Nov. 18

Thriving Communities Program

(FY 2022)

• Provide technical assistance, planning and capacity 

building support to advance transportation in 

disadvantaged communities

$25 million Nov. 22

Continued…

Program Eligible Projects Amounts Application

Deadline

Consolidated Rail Infrastructure 

and Safety Improvements (CRISI) 

(FY 2022)

• Improving intercity passenger and freight rail systems $1.4 billion December 1

Rail Vehicle Replacement Program 

(FY 2022)

• Replacing rail rolling stock under State of Good Repair 

Grants Program
$600 million January 5

Culvert Aquatic Organism Passage 

(AOP) (FY 2022)
• Replacement, removal, and repair of culverts or weirs $196 million February 6

Raise Grants (FY 2023)
• Local and Regional Projects Assistance Grants

• Transit and passenger rail projects 
$1.5 billion February 28

Continued…

Program Eligible Projects Amounts Application

Deadline

Federal-State Partnership for 

Intercity Passenger Rail (NN)

(FY 2022)

• Intercity passenger rail projects on the National 

Network
$2.3 billion March 7

Areas of Persistent Poverty (AoPP) 

Program (FY 2023)

• Projects focused on improving transit in areas 

experiencing long-term economic distress
$20 million March 10

Corridor Identification and 

Development Program (FY 2022)

• Guiding Intercity passenger rail development and 

creating a pipeline of projects ready for 

implementation

$5 million March 20

Federal-State Partnership for 

Intercity Passenger Rail (NEC) 

(FY 2022 – FY 2023)

• Intercity passenger rail projects on the Northeast 

Corridor
$9 billion March 27

Total $18.3 billion
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IIJA 2023 Upcoming NOFOs
Program Eligible Projects Amounts Opening Date

FTA Bus and Bus Facilities Grants 

(FY 2023)

• Replacing, rehabilitating, or purchasing buses, 

equipment, and facilities TBD January

FTA Low and No Emission Bus 

Grants (FY 2023)

• Purchasing or leasing low- or no-emission buses and 

facilities TBD January

Promoting Resilient Operations for 

Transformative, Efficient, and Cost 

Saving Transportation (PROTECT) 

(FY 2023)

• Supporting planning, resilience improvements, 

community resilience and evacuation routes, and at-

risk coastal infrastructure TBD
Winter/

Spring

Safe Streets and Roads for All 

(SS4A) Grants (FY 2023)

• Carrying out projects and strategies identified in 

Comprehensive Safety Action Plan
TBD April

Continued…
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IIJA 2023 Upcoming NOFOs
Program Eligible Projects Amounts Opening Date

FTA Bus and Bus Facilities Grants 

(FY 2023)

• Replacing, rehabilitating, or purchasing buses, 

equipment, and facilities TBD January

FTA Low and No Emission Bus 

Grants (FY 2023)

• Purchasing or leasing low- or no-emission buses and 

facilities TBD January

Promoting Resilient Operations for 

Transformative, Efficient, and Cost 

Saving Transportation (PROTECT) 

(FY 2023)

• Supporting planning, resilience improvements, 

community resilience and evacuation routes, and at-

risk coastal infrastructure TBD
Winter/

Spring

Safe Streets and Roads for All 

(SS4A) Grants (FY 2023)

• Carrying out projects and strategies identified in 

Comprehensive Safety Action Plan
TBD April

Continued…

Program Eligible Projects Amounts Opening Date

FTA Ferry Programs (FY 2023)

• Purchasing and rehabilitating passenger ferries, 

including electric or now-emitting ferries and ferries 

that serve rural areas

TBD April

Transit Oriented Development 

Program (FY 2023)

• Development around transit stations to create 

compact, mixed-use communities with easy access to 

jobs and services
TBD May

Multimodal Project Discretionary 

Grants: (Mega, INFRA, Rural 

Transportation) (FY 2023)

• Transit projects that are part of an eligible project

• Intercity passenger rail and grade-crossing projects

• Improve and expand surface transportation 

infrastructure in rural areas

TBD Spring

Thriving Communities Program

(FY 2023)

• Facilitates planning and development for 

disadvantaged communities' revitalization activities 

and the tools to access federal grants
TBD Spring

Continued…
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IIJA 2023 Upcoming NOFOs
Program Eligible Projects Amounts Opening Date

FTA Bus and Bus Facilities Grants 

(FY 2023)

• Replacing, rehabilitating, or purchasing buses, 

equipment, and facilities TBD January

FTA Low and No Emission Bus 

Grants (FY 2023)

• Purchasing or leasing low- or no-emission buses and 

facilities TBD January

Promoting Resilient Operations for 

Transformative, Efficient, and Cost 

Saving Transportation (PROTECT) 

(FY 2023)

• Supporting planning, resilience improvements, 

community resilience and evacuation routes, and at-

risk coastal infrastructure TBD
Winter/

Spring

Safe Streets and Roads for All 

(SS4A) Grants (FY 2023)

• Carrying out projects and strategies identified in 

Comprehensive Safety Action Plan
TBD April

Continued…

Program Eligible Projects Amounts Opening Date

FTA Ferry Programs (FY 2023)

• Purchasing and rehabilitating passenger ferries, 

including electric or now-emitting ferries and ferries 

that serve rural areas

TBD April

Transit Oriented Development 

Program (FY 2023)

• Development around transit stations to create 

compact, mixed-use communities with easy access to 

jobs and services
TBD May

Multimodal Project Discretionary 

Grants: (Mega, INFRA, Rural 

Transportation) (FY 2023)

• Transit projects that are part of an eligible project

• Intercity passenger rail and grade-crossing projects

• Improve and expand surface transportation 

infrastructure in rural areas

TBD Spring

Thriving Communities Program

(FY 2023)

• Facilitates planning and development for 

disadvantaged communities' revitalization activities 

and the tools to access federal grants
TBD Spring

Continued…

Program Eligible Projects Amounts Opening Date

Reconnecting Communities Pilot 

Program (FY 2023)

• Mitigating highways or other transportation facilities 

that create community barriers 
TBD Late Spring

Railroad Crossing Elimination 

Grants (FY 2023)

• New grade-crossing improvement projects     

(including commuter rail)
TBD Summer

Consolidated Rail Infrastructure 

and Safety Improvements (CRISI) 

(FY 2023)

• Improving intercity passenger and freight rail systems TBD Fall

Strengthening Mobility and 

Revolutionizing Transportation 

(SMART) Program (FY 2023)

• Projects focused on technology that improves 

transportation efficiency and safety in communities
TBD Fall

Culvert Aquatic Organism Passage 

(AOP) (FY 2023)
• Replacement, removal, and repair of culverts or weirs TBD

Winter

2023-2024
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DOT Disadvantaged Business
Enterprise Program

✓ APTA Comments on DOT’s DBE Notice of Proposed Rulemaking:

❖ Encouraging DOT to Rename the Program (e.g., HUBs)

❖ Strongly Advocating for a Personal Net Worth Increase and        
Possible Regional Approach to Personal Net Worth

❖ Expressing Concern about Increased Administrative Burden

❖ Urging DOT to create Centralized System for DBE Data Collection and 
Tracking Activities
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Inflation Reduction Act (IRA)

✓ Extends and Creates Clean Vehicle & Fuel Tax Credits

❖ Extends Alternative Fuel Excise Tax Credits
❖ Restructures Alternative Fuel Infrastructure Tax Credit
❖ Creates Commercial Clean Vehicle Tax Credit

✓ Provides New Climate & Equity Investments

❖ EPA Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund ($27 billion)
❖ DOT Neighborhood Access and Equity Grants ($3 billion)
❖ DOT Low-Carbon Transportation Materials Grants ($2 billion)
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Key IIJA and IRA
Implementation Issues

✓ Capacity

❖ Financial Capacity (e.g., Local Match)
❖ Workforce Capacity (All Sectors)

✓ Project Delivery, Supply Chain, and Cost Escalation

✓ Build America, Buy America Implementation

❖ Construction Materials
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APTA Smart Guide



Advocacy Agenda

and Tools
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APTA 2023 Legislative Conference
Advocacy Afternoon

TITLE OF PRESENTATION    I  26

While in Washington, DC, participate in an APTA Advocacy Afternoon and meet 
with Members of Congress following the last session of the Legislative Conference. 

APTA will coordinate in-person visits with your Members of Congress on    
Tuesday, March 14, between 1:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m.

Following your meetings on Capitol Hill, please join us at the APTA Legislative 
Conference Reception to share feedback with APTA peers.

Registration for the APTA Advocacy Afternoon is Available

https://www.apta.com/advocacy-legislation-policy/legislative-advocacy-fly-in-sign-up/


z

SOAPBOX MOBILE TOOL®

• Your code will be emailed from 

soapboxconsulting.com  on 

March 8th

• The Mobile Tool schedule stays 

accurate in real-time (please use 

it and expect changes)

• Any TBAs will continue to be 

scheduled 

• Copies of issue briefs provided

NOT an App (works with any browser) 

Printed Schedules

SOAPBOX

www.sboxmobile.com



Telling Our Story 

➢RCA’s targeted advocacy / outreach / 
communications campaign will support 
APTA’s goal of building new support for or 
neutralizing opposition to federal transit 
funding among members of Congress who 
have not been allies and strengthening 
support among members of Congress who 
have been traditional / historical allies.  



Telling Our Story 
➢Working with D.C.-based communications firm, GMMB, we’re launching a 

campaign to persuade policymakers – particularly targeted Members of 
Congress and the people who influence them – that public transportation 
is essential for economic growth and development. 

➢As business leaders, your stories and voices carry weight with your 
elected officials. Join us in telling the story of how public transportation 
helps communities grow and thrive: putting people to work, attracting 
opportunity, and building the infrastructure of the future.



Telling Our Story 
➢We’ll use these stories in our advocacy 

materials, social media, advertising, and 
outreach to local TV, newspapers and radio 
stations.

➢This initiative will also involve making Voices for 
Public Transit an integral part of the campaign, 
and establishing working relationships with 
organizations and interest groups that can 
broaden public transportation’s base of 
support, especially among non-transportation 
constituencies.



How You Can Help 
➢Share your business story with us (photos, video content, quotes, 

and more)  
➢Invite a Member of Congress to your plant, facility, or business center 

for an on-site event 
➢Help us promote public transportation through your social media 

channels
➢Author an op-ed or letter-to-the-editor in your local paper
➢Join us in meetings with your elected officials

Interested in helping out? Email bmaroni@apta.com 
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APTA Advocacy Action Center
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Advocacy Campaigns and Outreach Tools
APTA Footprint and Site Visit Advocacy Toolkit
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Advocacy Campaigns and Outreach Tools
2020 Bus and Rail Schematics
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2022 Summary—VPT By the Numbers

250,260 VPT Members

2,030 New Recruits in 2022

432,590 Impressions 

on social media

11,518 Average 

Reach on social media

750,000 people viewed 

the Online Video

131,565 Opened Emails

27% Average Open Rate

VPT Advocate 
Community

VPT Digital 
Footprint

VPT Education 
Outreach
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APTA Advocacy Resource Center
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Questions?
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