
Final Rule for 49 CFR Part 270 
System Safety Program:

Hosted by the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) 
and American Public Transportation Association (APTA)

Wednesday October 14, 2020

Side by Side Comparison of Part 673 and Part 270 Requirements



Moderator

Narayana Sundaram
Sr. Director for Engineering and Commuter 
Rail Operations
American Public Transportation Association
Washington, DC



Presenters

Larry Day, Jr. CSP, SMS, NREMT 
Passenger Railroad Safety Specialist 
Federal Railroad Administration
Academy, CA

Michael D. Ramsey
Passenger Rail Safety Specialist 
Federal Railroad Administration
Conifer, CO



To Ask a Question

During the Presentation:  

• Submit a question by typing into the Question box on your 
attendee control panel, then click the “send arrow” located at the 
bottom of the box

After the Presentation:
• Select the “raise hand” icon to indicate you wish to ask your question 

directly to our presenters

• The APTA moderator will announce you by name and unmute your audio 
line so you can ask your question. 
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enhancing the safety of  public 
transportation in the United States. 

Public Transportation Agency 
Safety Plan

Part 673

System Safety Program   

Part 270
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§ 673.23 (a) Safety Management Policy

must establish its organizational accountabilities and 
responsibilities… includes the agency’s safety 
objectives and safety performance targets. 

Public Transportation Agency 
Safety Plan

Part 673

System Safety Program   

Part 270
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§ 673.23 (d) (4) Key Staff

…designate key staff, groups of  staff, or 
committees to support the Accountable 
Executive, Chief  Safety Officer, or SMS 
Executive in developing, implementing, and 
operating the agency’s SMS.

Public Transportation Agency 
Safety Plan

Part 673

System Safety Program   

Part 270
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§ 673.11 (a) (6) General Requirements

…emergency preparedness and response plan or 
procedures that addresses, at a minimum, the 
assignment of  employee responsibilities during 
an emergency; and coordination with Federal, 
State, regional, and local officials with roles and 
responsibilities for emergency preparedness and 
response in the transit agency’s service area.

Public Transportation Agency 
Safety Plan

Part 673

System Safety Program   

Part 270
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§ 673.29 (a) Competencies and training

…establish a comprehensive safety training 
program for all agency employees and 
contractors directly responsible for the 
management of  safety in the agency’s public 
transportation system. The training program 
must include refresher training, as necessary.

Public Transportation Agency 
Safety Plan

Part 673

System Safety Program   

Part 270
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§ 673.25 (c) Safety Risk Management

…establish activities to evaluate and prioritize the 
safety risk associated with the potential consequences 
of  safety hazards. Safety risks must be evaluated in 
terms of  probability and severity and take into 
account mitigations already in place to reduce the 
probability or severity of  the potential consequence(s) 
analyzed.
(2) …establish criteria for the development of  safety 
risk mitigations that are necessary based on the 
results of  the agency’s safety risk evaluation.

Public Transportation Agency 
Safety Plan

Part 673

System Safety Program   

Part 270
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§ 673.27 (b) Safety Assurance

…must establish activities to:…Monitor its 
operations to identify hazards not identified 
through the Safety Risk Management process… 
Monitor its operations to identify any safety risk 
mitigations that may be ineffective, 
inappropriate, or were not implemented as 
intended… Monitor information reported 
through any internal safety reporting 
programs…

Public Transportation Agency 
Safety Plan

Part 673

System Safety Program   

Part 270
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§ 673.29 (b) Safety Communication

…communicate safety and safety performance 
information throughout the agency’s 
organization that, at a minimum, conveys 
information on hazards and safety risks relevant 
to employees’ roles and responsibilities and 
informs employees of  safety actions taken in 
response to reports submitted through an 
employee safety reporting program.

Public Transportation Agency 
Safety Plan

Part 673

System Safety Program   

Part 270
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25just as the first SSP was being approved
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• Raise your hand

• Type it in the ‘chat’ box

• Email to Narayana, Mike or 
myself
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Additional Question or 
Informal Reviews?

SSP Team:
Michael Ramsey
Michael.Ramsey@dot.gov

Larry Day
Larry.Day@dot.gov



Adjournment

Thank You!
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