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and are not attributable to APTA.
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TBD – House and Senate Introduce Authorization Legislation

September 30, 2026
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA) Expires
FY 2026 Appropriations Act Expires

November 3, 2026 – Election Day

Late 2027 and Beyond – Highway Trust Fund Insolvency



Transportation Appropriations
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THUD Appropriations Act, 2026
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Public Transit

FAST Act/IIJA Authorized Transportation Appropriations Acts
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CIG Projects
Provides $3.66 Billion in CIG 
Funds for 21 Specific 
Projects:

10 New Starts

2 Core Capacity

9 Small Starts
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Capital Investment Grants
Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2026

Provided further, That the Secretary shall make 
allocations for amounts . . . in accordance with 
the table . . . no later than 120 days after the 
enactment of this Act 

Provided further, That no transfer of such 
funding levels may increase or decrease any 
funding level . . . by more than 10 percent
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THUD Appropriations Act, 2026
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Passenger and Freight Rail

FAST Act/IIJA Authorized Transportation Appropriations Acts



Surface Transportation 
Authorization
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IIJA Public Transit—$108 Billion
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APTA Recommendation—$138 Billion
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IIJA Passenger Rail—$102 Billion
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APTA Recommendation—$130 Billion
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 Build upon Current Investment for           
Public Transit and Passenger Rail 

 Accelerate Project Delivery by Eliminating 
Statutory and Regulatory Barriers                   
to Building Infrastructure

 Strengthen Collaborative, Local   
Decision-Making
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 Allows Public Transit Agencies to 
Assume Responsibility for Approving 
NEPA Categorical Exclusions

 Mirrors FHWA Authority in Current Law

 Bipartisan Senate and House Bills 
Introduced
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 The Accountable Executive (often the 
CEO or General Manager) has final 
authority over a public transit agency’s 
Safety Plan and Transit Asset 
Management Plan

 Accountable Executive serves as the 
sole tiebreaker of the Safety 
Committee
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 Eliminates the Mass Transit Account of the Highway Trust Fund                 
and All Guaranteed Funding (Contract Authority) for Public Transit
o All Formula Grants –Urban, Rural, Bus, SOGR, and Seniors/Disabilities
o Bus Capital Grants

 Eliminates States’ Authority to Flex Funds for Public Transit Investments 
(approximately $1.3 billion per year)                                                              
(e.g., CMAQ, Surface Transportation Block Grants)
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 Reported proposal to withhold FTA funding if an agency is fare-free 

 Reported proposal to prohibit free transportation offered to unauthorized 
immigrants



Legislative Challenges



TITLE OF PRESENTATION    I   17
Based on January 2025 Congressional Budget Office Baseline. Amounts are adjusted for DOT “minimum prudent balances”.
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IIJA New Legislation
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U.S. Chamber of Commerce
American Public Transportation Association
Airports Council International - North America
American Cement Association
American Council of Engineering Companies
American Highway Users Association
American Road & Transportation Builders Association
American Society of Civil Engineers
American Trucking Associations
Associated Equipment Distributors
Associated General Contractors of America
Association of Equipment Manufacturers
Intermodal Association of North America
International Union of Operating Engineers
Laborers International Union of North America
National Association of Counties
National Association of Manufacturers
National Industrial Transportation League (NITL)
National League of Cities
National Stone, Sand & Gravel Association
Transport Workers Union of America
Transportation Intermediaries Association (TIA)
Transportation Trades Department, AFL-CIO
U.S. Travel Association
United for Infrastructure
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Impoundment Control Act of 1974 (ICA)

 President may formally propose to cancel previously 
enacted appropriations

 Not subject to filibuster
 Triggers a 45-day expedited congressional process

Note: Transit funding has not been subject to an official rescission proposal this term
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What happens if an Administration waits 
until 33 days before the funds lapse, then 
triggers the 45-day timeline?

“The money evaporates at the end of the 
fiscal year.” – White House budget chief 
Russ Vought

Department of State v. AIDS Vaccine 
Advocacy Coalition
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 Know when your funds lapse

 Do not wait until the last minute to take action

 Keep your Members of Congress and APTA informed 

 Good rule in general as well as for project delays!



Political Outlook
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House Senate

218 - 214 53 - 47
*2 Vacancies |*1 Vacancy
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Source: CNN.com
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Robinson v. Callais 
(Argument Oct 15, 2025)

Will the Supreme Court strike 
down Section 2 of the Voting 
Rights Act?  

Timing of decision is 
important.

Potential impacts are 
speculative, with the high-end 
of guesses ~12 to 19 seat shift 
to GOP.

Source: New York Times



Public transit 
is built in 
America and 
creates jobs 
across 
America

77 percent of 
Federal public 
transit funding 
flows to the 
private sector

3,000 U.S. 
companies 
supply the 
vehicles, 
equipment, and 
technologies 
that power 
public 
transportation 
nationwide

Every $1 
invested in 
public transit 
generates $5 
in long-term 
economic 
returns



$1 Billion in Public Transit Investment:
Generates $5 Billion in Long-Term 

Economic Benefits
  
Creates or Sustains more than 41,000 jobs

Generates $550 Million in Safety Benefits

Generates $251 Million in Tax Revenue
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Mark Hybner
Director, Government Affairs and Advocacy 
mhybner@apta.com
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The Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2026 – P.L. 119-75 and Joint Explanatory Statement
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA) – P.L. 117-58
Fixing America’s Surface Transportation Act (FAST) – P.L. 114-94
Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century Act (MAP-21) – P.L. 112-141
Dep’t of State v. AIDS Vaccine Advocacy Coal. (Pocket Rescission) No. 25A269 (U.S. Sept. 26, 2025)
S. 3284 and H.R. 6491 – Streamline Transit Projects Act
S. 2945 and H.R.4900 – Safe Transit Accountability Act
S. 3786 – Balance the Highway Trust Fund Act
S.536 and H.R.1253 – Fair SHARE Act of 2025 (EV fees)
The Impoundment Control Act of 1974 (ICA) (2 U.S.C. §§ 601–688) – Pub. L. 93–344
May 28, 2025 Presidential Rescission Request 
August 28, 2025 Presidential Rescission Request
Louisiana v. Callais (Voting Rights Act) Docket No. 24-109 (Argument heard Oct 15, 2025)

https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/7148
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/7148
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/7148
https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/fy26_thud_jes.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/117/plaws/publ58/PLAW-117publ58.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/117/plaws/publ58/PLAW-117publ58.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/117/plaws/publ58/PLAW-117publ58.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/114/statute/STATUTE-129/STATUTE-129-Pg1312.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/114/statute/STATUTE-129/STATUTE-129-Pg1312.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/114/statute/STATUTE-129/STATUTE-129-Pg1312.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/112/plaws/publ141/PLAW-112publ141.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/112/plaws/publ141/PLAW-112publ141.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/112/plaws/publ141/PLAW-112publ141.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/24pdf/25a269_bp7c.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/senate-bill/3284/cosponsors?pageSort=lastToFirst&loclr=cga-member
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/6491
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/senate-bill/2945/text?s=3&r=9
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/4900?s=7&r=6
https://www.congress.gov/119/bills/s3786/BILLS-119s3786is.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/senate-bill/536
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/1253
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title2/chapter17B&edition=prelim
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title2/chapter17B&edition=prelim
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title2/chapter17B&edition=prelim
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Proposed-Rescissions-of-Budgetary-Resources.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/Proposed-Rescissions-of-Budgetary-Resources-August-28-2025.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/docket/docketfiles/html/public/24-109.html
https://www.supremecourt.gov/docket/docketfiles/html/public/24-109.html
https://www.supremecourt.gov/docket/docketfiles/html/public/24-109.html
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