
SEPTA Real Property
Background and Notes



SEPTA’s Real Property rights were acquired from 
different transit predecessors or private interests 

and are located around the Southeastern PA 
region including outside of the 

five-county service area

Ownership

Deed reservations

Easements

Leases & Licenses

Rights of Way



Some SEPTA Real Estate Facts…
In some locations, SEPTA operates on property owned by others (Amtrak, CSX)

The Trenton-Wilmington (NEC) and Paoli-Thorndale lines are Amtrak branches

SEPTA operates on 47 stations (most solely used) owned by Amtrak

Not all SEPTA Real Estate has a legal description or tax parcel number

Not all SEPTA Real Estate has a deeded street address – especially railroad

There are railroad branches that are split ownership between SEPTA and others

FTA holds a Federal interest in almost all SEPTA Railroad Real Estate

The City of Philadelphia owns the Broad Street and Market subway ROWs

SEPTA has property as far north as Lehigh Valley & Northampton counties



Where SEPTA Real Property came from …
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Other Acquisitions
Frontier Shop, Midvale 

Facility etc.



Conrail Conveyance

Multiple Railroad 
Rights of Way



Railroad Predecessors…
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Limited legal descriptions

No deeded street address for stations

No Assessor's Parcel Number (APN) on ROW

No individual deeds for stations or right of way – deeds are by branches

Reversionary language related to railroad use

Obligations of original deeds notated on conveyances

No indication on tax parcel maps of right-of-way

Property sometimes conveyed as a right of way rather then fee simple

Unusual ROW forms, such as a “Volumetric Easement”

Common issues with railroad property…



No deeded addresses

No City Assessor's Parcel Numbers

No individual deeds for each property

Separate deeds for individual counties

City sell-off’s notated on separate plot plans or not notated at all

Common issues with Philadelphia Transit 
Company (PTC) properties…



Philadelphia Suburban
Transportation Co.



PSTC Predecessors…

} }
Philadelphia and 

West Chester Traction 
Company (101 & 102)

Philadelphia & Western 
Railway Co (100)

Ardmore and Llanerch 
Street Railway

(103-104 Busway)

Delaware County 
Passenger Railroad

Philadelphia Castle Rock 
& West Chester Railway

Ardmore & Llanerch 
Street Railway

Philadelphia & Garrettford 
Street Railway Co..

Philadelphia & Western 
Railway Co

Aronimink 
Transportation Co.

}
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No tax parcels or legal descriptions

No street address

No Assessor's Parcel Numbers (APN)

No individual deeds for stations or right of way

Reversionary language

Language on original deeds rarely carried forward

Property conveyed as right of way or Fee Simple

Common issues with PSTC property…
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