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• MDOT MTA’s TOD Planning Strategy

• Highlight of MDOT MTA’s new tools
– Online TOD Dashboard

– TOD Design Guidelines

• Opportunity to share best practices

Key Presentation Take-Aways



Background on MDOT MTA

• Transportation Business Unit of the Maryland 
Department of Transportation

• Operator of rapid transit service in Baltimore 
metro area, and statewide commuter services

– Rail Modes include: Metro Subway, Light Rail, 
Commuter Rail

– Over 80 stations served by MDOT MTA transit
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TOD Planning Strategy
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Assess and Prioritize

Station Development Metrics

• Assess TOD potential at MTA stations

• Data-driven approach

• Continually updated and refined
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Assess and Prioritize

Station Development Metrics
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Transit Activity
Rail Lines Served
Modes Served
Connecting Bus Routes
Ridership
Frequency of Service 

Station Facility
Track Crossing
Schedule Information
Route Information
Ticket Booth/Machine
Shelter
Benches
Public Restrooms
Public Phones

Parking
Parking Provision
Parking Utilization
Ridership-Parking Ratio
Parking Provision Ratio
Parking Fee
EVC Stations
EVC Station Utilization

Bicycle Access
Bicycle Racks
Bicycle Lockers
Bicycle Locker Utilization
Short Trip Opportunity Analysis

Pedestrian Access
Intersection Density
Short Trip Opportunity Analysis

TOD Zoning
TOD Designation
Local Zoning
Area Master Plan

Development
Building Permits
Permitted Housing Units
Parcel Structures (year built, size)



Assess and Prioritize

Online Dashboard

• A tool for engaging local jurisdictions, 
developers, and the general public

• Powered by a selection of the Station 
Development Metrics

• Transparent data analysis

http://geodata.md.gov/tod/

http://geodata.md.gov/tod/


Assess and Prioritize

Online Dashboard
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Guide Development

TOD Design Guidelines

• Clearly communicate preferences concerning 
design and system connectivity

• External and Internal audiences

• Tailor design based upon to TOD Placetypes



Guide Development

TOD Design Guidelines
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Downtown

Urban 
Neighborhood

Town, 
Suburban, or 
Employment 
Center

Village Center 
or Rural Town



Guide Development

11

TOD Design Guidelines

1.Station and Infrastructure

2.Open Space

3.Area Land Uses

4.Network Connectivity

5.Parking for All Modes

6.Wayfinding















Guide Development

Station Area Concept Plans

• What if the TOD Design Guidelines were 
applied?

• Focus on station access, intermodal 
connectivity

• Reference capital improvements needed in 
station area



Guide Development

Station Area Concept Plans



Guide Development

Transit Impact Review

• Participate in local jurisdiction site plan review

• Assess accommodation for transit in 
development early on in the process

• Develop site plan review guidelines for 
projects outside of station areas



Guide Development

Transit Impact Review
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Monitor Impacts

Transit Performance Indicators

• Track how transit service (ridership, service 
quality) is effected by adjacent development

Development Benefit Indicators

• Measure the economic and development impact 
of transit service

➢ Refine prioritization & development guidance.



TOD Planning Strategy
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Thank You!

Zachary Chissell 
Manager, Project Development
Maryland Transit Administration
Office of Planning and Capital Programming

zchissell@mta.maryland.gov 


