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Track and Noise/Vibration Technical Forum

CHARTER
Adepted-Drafted JuneOetober 121, 20189

ARTICLE 1-NAME AND MIS

Section 1 — Name

The Technical Forum shall be known as the APTA Noise tion Technical
Forum, hereinafter “the Technical Forum.”

Section 2 — Mission

The mission of the Technical Forum is to represent rail indust s in the technical
review of track, system noise and vibration issues ane erns, to coll valuate and publish
current practices and to recommend research anddbest pra ideli

The Forum shall focus on engi i i o' and maintenance issues associated
with transit track and noise/vibratio s'mission in the following ways:

ARTICLE I1I-SUBCOMMITTEES

Section 1

The Chair may provide for such Subcommittees as he or she deems necessary to serve at
his or her pleasure and to have such powers and perform such functions as may be assigned to
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them. Vacancies on any Subcommittee, except as herein otherwise provided shall be filled by
the chair.

ARTICLE IV- MEMBERSHIP

Section 1 — Eligibility

It is intended to have a broad spectrum of experience in the Technical Forum with
members from both the private and public sectors including transit agencies, contractors,
consultants, suppliers and other local, state, and federal agencies. The Technical Forum
members shall be active participants with a strong interest in contributing to,the mission of the
Track and Noise/Vibration Technical Forum.

Membership in the Technical Forum shall be open resentative of an
APTA member in good standing who is actively engaged i
sectors and in the business of planning, designing, eng taining,
administering, providing goods or services, or managing tr j ““Application
to become a member of the Technical Forum can be done at an Technical Forum’s in-
person meetings or by contacting the APTA staff Advisor.

ARTICLE V- OFFI

Section 1

The officers of the Technical m shall be a

shall presi@
to APTA fo
to the Chai

meetings of the Technical Forum. He or she shall be accountable

e conduct of the affairs of the Technical Forum and shall be the liaison
of the Rail Transit Committee.

b. Vice Chair

The Vice Chair shall support the Chair. In the absence of the Chair, the Vice Chair
shall perform the duties of the Chair.

c. Secretary
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The Secretary shall be responsible for compiling the Technical Forum minutes,
drafting correspondence, providing updated information to the APTA Staff Advisor
relative to the membership roster, meeting/trip attendance, preparing an Annual
Report to APTA, and other duties as required.

d. Chair Emeritus

The Chair Emeritus shall act as liaison with APTA regarding technical forum
activities and conference planning.

Section 3 — Special Eligibility Requirement for Officers

it an active interest
shall support
jon/rail

All Officers and Program Leaders of the Technical
and participation in the Technical Forum’s meetings, activi

Section 4 — Term of Office
The term of office shall be two (2) years. Whilegth er of terms that

fall business meeting.

Section 5 — Program Leaders

work programt. They shall plan, i d direct issues specific efforts. These efforts
presentations at tec

Elections shall be held in the year of term expiration.

The APTA Staff Advisor shall make an electronic call for nominations no later than one
month and one week prior to the fall meeting. This period shall last no less than two weeks.
During this time, any member in good standing of the technical forum may nominate another
member for any of the three leadership positions. Nominations shall be sent to the APTA Staff
Advisor. Once the APTA Staff Advisor has verified the acceptance of the nomination, the
APTA Staff Advisor shall notify the technical forum membership of a call to second the
nomination. The second of the nomination shall be sent to the APTA Staff Advisor
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electronically. Once a second has been received, the APTA Staff advisor will notify the
technical forum membership of the second. Any unseconded nomination will not appear on the
electronic ballot.

After the conclusion of the nominating period, the APTA Staff Advisor shall administer
an electronic ballot for all positions. This time period shall last no less than three weeks. The
person receiving the highest number of votes for each office shall be declared elected to the
office. Write-in votes are permitted. When a tie occurs, the current chair shall select the winner.
When a tie occurs in which the current chair is part of the tie, the current secretary shall
determine the winner.

The winners of the election shall be announced no la
meeting.

prior to the fall

The Staff Advisor shall submit to the Technical Foru a written
outcome of the election no later than December 1. The Chair

Committee at their annual meeting in January.

Section 2 — VVacancies - Officers

In the event the Technical Forum Chair
shall fill the office until the next term.

The Secretary shall fill a vac
vacancy in the office of Secretary s
shall not be automaticallysReminat
Officers.

v the APTA Staff Advisor of their eligibility to continue
ill result in the commencement of the appropriate vacancy

Il - FORUM MEETINGS AND VOTING

Section 1 - Meetings

The Technical Forum shall schedule two meetings each year. Additional meetings shall
be held as deemed necessary by the Officers or upon written petition from five (5) members.
Notice of meetings shall be sent in writing to all members at least 30 days in advance, which
notice shall include the text of any Charter amendments to be voted on at the meeting.

In addition, the Technical Forum shall have as an objective a minimum of one (1) field
tour of an interesting rail transit project annually.

Section 2 — Conduct of Meetings

Page 4 of 6
H:\Engineering and Ops/Technical Forums/Track and Noise-Vibration/Charter/Charter TNVTF Adopted-101218Draft 061119.doc



“Robert’s Rules of Order” as revised shall govern the conduct of meetings.

Section 3 — Minutes

Minutes and attendance shall be taken by the Secretary, or designee, at each meeting and
shall be submitted to the Chair not later than three (3) weeks after the meeting, field trip, activity,
etc. The Chair shall forward to the Staff Advisor, who will distribute to all members.

Section 4 — Voting and Quorum

At the Technical Forum meetings, 50 percent plus o rs in good
standing and present shall constitute a quorum in all cases ges tq the
charter are being considered.

Eligibility for voting at a meeting shall be restricted ical Forum members in
good standing. Non-members are not eligible to vote.

Except as otherwise provided herein, a majg
prevail. Proxy votes are not permitted.

present shall

Elections using electronic ballots
quorum.

automatically count as

Section 4 — Attendance Policy
It is the intep i have active participation of members which

of al'me i e Secretary shall prepare a summary report to the
Technical Fo i ovember 1 of each year.

111 - COMMUNICATIONS AND RECORDS

Section 1 — Maintenance of the Technical Forum Records

The Technical Forum Secretary shall provide the APTA Staff Advisor such updated
information relative to members, affiliation, addresses, telephone, and fax numbers as may be
needed to keep the roster current. The Staff Advisor shall provide to the Secretary an updated
roster such that the Secretary can submit such roster with his or her annual report to the chair
prior to November 1 of each year.
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Section 2 — Communications

The Chair or Vice Chair shall submit to the APTA Staff Advisor all correspondence
required to be sent to members.

ARTICLE IX- AMENDMENTS TO THE CHARTER

Section 1

Proposed amendments to the Technical Forum’s Chart
Chair who shall convene an Officers’ meeting to review and
advisable by a majority of the Officers, or alternatively, if t
submitted as a petition by at least ten (10) members of the
amendment shall be put to a vote of the full membership at
mail ballot. Approval shall be by two-thirds majority of the f ip. eneral
Counsel shall review the proposed amendments prior to voti

in writing to the
determined

ARTICLE X - CONFLICTS WITH APTA CHAR R D.C. LAW
In event of a conflict between the Charterf of th and either the APTA
Bylaws or the laws of the District of Columbia/pertainiy pfit corporations, the APTA

Bylaws and the laws of the District of Columbia
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