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AMERICAN PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION ASSOCIATION

COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SAFETY

                              BYLAWS

Police/Security Committee Bylaws Adopted by Committee September 1993

Revisions:  July 1997; September 2002
ARTICLE I

ORGANIZATION

SECTION 1 – COMMITTEE NAME


The Committee shall be known as the American Public Transportation Association Committee on Public Safety.

SECTION 2 – PURPOSE OF COMMITTEE


The purpose of the Committee on Public Safety shall be to promote enhanced public transit awareness, usage, and customer service through the fostering of close cooperation among transit operators throughout North America, with regard to:

· inter-modal law enforcement and security matters

· emergency management coordination

· liaison functions among transit and non-transit public safety organizations

· uniform information reporting and exchange

· promotion and advancement of uniform policies

· promotion, development and presentation of state-of-the-art training programs and materials to members of this Committee

· and the assumption of a leadership role in researching new technologies and enhancements in the inter-modal public safety profession.
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ARTICLE II

MEMBERSHIP

Section 1 – ELIGIBILITY FOR MEMBERSHIP


Membership in the Committee on Public Safety shall consist of full-time employees of  APTA member organizations who are involved in public safety.  

Section 2 – APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP


All individuals who meet the criteria for membership, as set forth in Section 1, shall be provide their request for membership to APTA staff providing support to the Committee. Upon confirmation of the status of the requestor, notice of membership shall then be provided by the APTA staff advisor on behalf the Chair of the Committee.

ARTICLE III

MEETINGS

Section 1 – REGULAR MEETINGS


The meetings of the Committee on Public Safety shall be open to all members of the Committee and to all APTA members unless the meeting is declared by the Committee Chair to be a closed meeting. Attendance at closed meetings shall be open only to Committee members.
Section 2 – SPECIAL MEETINGS


Special meetings may be held at the call of the Chair.
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Section 3 – FREQUENCY OF MEETINGS


The Committee on Public Safety, as a whole, shall hold an annual meeting.  Such meeting shall be coordinated with the overall APTA meeting schedule and will be scheduled to coincide with APTA conferences.

Section 4 – VOTING


Only members of the Committee on Public Safety may vote on any issue or matters before the Committee at a regular or special meeting.  For purposes of any official vote taken among the Committee Membership, only one voting delegate will be permitted per APTA member.  Any APTA member having more than one person listed as Committee members will be required to specify the voting delegate for any such vote taken.


Election of officers shall be by written ballot.

Section 5 – QUORUM


A quorum shall consist of a majority of the total Membership of the Committee on Public Safety present.

ARTICLE IV

OFFICERS

Section 1 – TITLE OF OFFICERS


The officers of the Committee on Public Safety shall consist of the Chair and Vice Chair who, acting together, shall constitute the executive officers.  They shall be elected by a majority vote of a quorum of the Committee members present at a regular meeting of the Committee.  The Vice Chair shall be automatically placed on the ballot for consideration to be elected Committee Chair at the end of his/her term of office.


The officers shall hold each office for two (2) years or until their successors are elected.  The executive officers shall have general supervision and control of all the activities of the Committee on Public Safety.
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Section 2 – VACANCY


In the event the office of Chair becomes vacant prior to the end of the term, the Vice Chair shall ascend to that office for the remainder of the term.


In the event the Vice Chair ascends to the Chair during mid-term, or in the rare occasion where both offices become vacant concurrently, the executive offices shall be filled by a majority vote of a quorum of the members of the Committee.  If the latter occurs, the new executive officers will fill the vacancies until such time that the previous officers’ terms would have expired.

ARTICLE V

DUTIES OF OFFICERS

Section 1 – CHAIR


The Chair shall preside at all meetings of the Committee on Public Safety.  He/she shall be a member ex-officio of all regular and special subcommittees and task groups.  He/she shall sign all documents, as directed by the Membership, and shall perform all such other duties as usually pertain to that office.

Section 2 – VICE CHAIR


The Vice Chair shall assist the Chair in the development and administration of Committee on Public Safety activities.  He/she shall take minutes of all meetings, when present, and perform the duties of the Chair in his/her absence or at his/her request.

ARTICLE VI

COMMITTEES

Section 1 – STRUCTURE


The Committee on Public Safety shall be structured as a standing committee of APTA and shall establish subcommittees or task groups as may be determined by the Committee.
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Section 2 – RESPONSIBILITIES OF COMMITTEE MEMBERS


Each member of the Committee on Public Safety shall be responsible for supporting the activities of Committee and any subcommittees or task groups as may be established.

ARTICLE VII

AMENDMENTS TO BYLAWS

Section 1 – PROCEDURE


These Bylaws may be amended by a majority vote of the Membership.

BYLAWS, AS REVISED, APPROVED BY COMMITTEE ON :
September 10, 2002
