
Increasing Buy America Content



Company Overview

• Located in the San Francisco Bay 
Area since 1890

– Current location of Hayward, CA since 1968

• Exclusively build heavy duty transit 
buses 
– Produce >1,500 buses per year

– 40ft, 35ft & 29ft lengths

– Diesel, CNG & Hybrid Electric

• 100% US presence from initial 
design through final assembly



Buy America:  Transit Bus Regulations

• Buses are considered Rolling Stock

– Cost of components produced in the U.S. need to be more than 60% of the total component cost and

final assembly must take place in the U.S.

• Component Requirements:

– More than 60% of the subcomponents, by cost, must be of domestic origin and the manufacturing of 

the component must take place in the U.S.

• Subcomponent Requirements:

– Subcomponents are considered of domestic origin if they are manufactured in the U.S.

• % Material Content & Manufacturing Location certified by Supplier for each part #

– >60% material content = 100% Buy America

– <60% material content = Actual % certified

• i.e. 30% material content = 30% Buy America

– Lack of certification from supplier = 0% Buy America



Buy America: Supplier Certifications

Suppliers are required to certify for each 
individual part # they provide

Suppliers are required to certify the 
manufacturing location of each part # 
they provide

If a part meets/exceeds 60% US content, 
suppliers are required to document the 
actual % of domestic content1 2 3 4
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If a part fails to meet 60% US content, 
suppliers are required to document the 
actual cost associated with the domestic 
content



Increasing Buy America Content

• Multi-faceted approach involving Gillig, Suppliers and Customers
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• Material Cost represents the majority of the 
cost of a finished bus

• Customers specify the majority of 
components (by $) in their buses



Increasing Buy America Content

• Working with Suppliers to Increase Buy America Content

– Identification of New Suppliers

• Utilize locally manufactured suppliers who offer strong partnerships, local support 

and freight savings

• Expand qualified DBE and Small Business certified suppliers who routinely achieve 

100% Buy America compliance

• Attend NIST MEP Buy America Connectivity Forums on a regular basis

– Working with Existing Suppliers

• Identify and prioritize key suppliers where Buy America Content needs to increase

• Reinforce the importance of Buy America and set goals for increasing content

• Assist suppliers in qualifying new sub-component suppliers with 100% domestic 
content



Increasing Buy America Content

• Working with Customers to Increase Buy America Content

• Example Bus: Buy America %

– Utilize customer selected suppliers 72%

• Replace current transmission supplier with domestic supplier +5%

• Replace current ITS supplier with domestic supplier +3%

– New Buy America Content 80%

* Example assumes 60% US material content requirement


