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From the Grassroots to the Capitol

• iTransit launched in 2015 as 

a “grassroots” effort 

designed to show support 

for public transit

– Individuals signed up, were 

asked to contact their 

legislative delegation
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iTransit

• We used a variety of platforms to 

keep people engaged, focused on 

the promoting the benefits of 

transit

– Twitter, Facebook, Mail Chimp, CTA 

newsletters, Phone 2 Action 

– Hundreds of individuals joined the 

campaign and were instrumental 

in passing SB 1
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The Reach of iTransit

• Facebook: 877 Follower

• Twitter: 601 Followers
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The Results

• SB 1 (Beall and Frazier) passed in California in April 2017 

– Provides $700 million a year in new, dedicated $$ for public transit 

– When factoring in other competitive programs, $$ grow to more than 

$1 billion annually

– Largest influx of new transit funding in more than 40 years
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The Results
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The Evolving Role of iTransit

• After SB 1 passed, iTransit became a 

way to educate Californians on benefits 

of funding / transit, because…
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SB 1 is in Danger

• In June 2018, opponents of SB 1 qualified Prop 6, a repeal 

initiative, which will be on the November 2018 ballot

– Would undo all recently enacted SB 1 $$ / require a vote of the 

people to pass new transportation taxes & fees

– Primarily backed by CA Congressional GOP / drive election turnout

• In response, CTA helped form the Coalition to Protect Local 

Transportation Investments
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SB 1 is in Danger (Still) 

• Coalition spearheaded by key groups 

– CTA, CA League of Cities, Assoc. of Counties, 

labor, contractors

– Largely focused on polling / telling the good story

• Coalition working closely with Brown 

Administration, including our state’s DOT / 

local electeds / local transportation agencies

• CTA has developed its own advocacy 

materials 
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ARTBA Study

• CTA-funded ARTBA Study on economic impacts of 

SB 1 released on February 28

• Study findings:

– $182 billion economic boost to California over next 10 years 

– $15 billion boost to transit users (reduced congestion / 

savings from no driving)

– 68,000 jobs each year 

– Annual savings of $300 per household in California 

11



Local Coalition Grant Funding

• CTA received $9,000 grant from APTA

– Funds used for combatting Prop 6/ telling the good story

– Majority of funds spent in Summer 2018

– We matched ~2:1 to keep up effort until November 2018

• Focus efforts on project specific / regionally specific promotions

– Polling shows public cares most about projects in their backyard / 
congestions relief 

– Ran Pro-SB 1 iTransit ads in vehicles and in various social media 
outlets throughout CA – targeted the S.F. Bay Area, San Diego, Orange 
County
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Graphics and Ads
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Thank You!  

Michael Pimentel
Legislative and Regulatory Advocate

California Transit Association

michael@caltransit.org
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