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• Sound Transit & Regional Transit
• East Link Project Overview
• South Bellevue Station (Past & Present)
• Pre‐Engineering Design Development
• Changes in Final Engineering Design
• Designing for Future Flexibility
• Take away

Presentation Overview



Mode 2016 Vehicles 2016 Service Hours 2016 Boardings

ST Express 305 765,000 18.47 million

Sounder Commuter
Rail

14 locomotives
58 passenger cars

10,000 – train
59,000 – vehicle 4.31 million

Tacoma Link 3 76,000 0.94 million

Link Light Rail 62 90,000 – train
204,000 – vehicle 19.01 million

Paratransit Contracted 25,000 0.05 million

1,063,000 vehicle hours 42.78 million

About Sound Transit

Link Light Rail SounderST Express Tacoma Link



Regional Transit Map
Better Together

Regionwide 
Ridership
Over 208 
million in 2016



East Link Project Overview
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Length: 14 miles

Rider projection: 

50,000 daily by 2030

Budget: $3.7 billion (YOE)

Start of Service: Targeted 2023 

South Bellevue Station
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South Bellevue Park and Ride

519 stalls
104‐108% usage

Paratransit

SB Bus Zone

Pick up/Drop off
Bus Layover

Bicycle Lockers

NB Bus Zone
Comfort Station



South Bellevue Park and Ride
Current Status: CLOSED

• Closed for construction 
up to 5 years 

• Bus stops maintained 
on street

• Replacement park‐and‐ride lots

• Added transit service

• New commute programs and 
incentives available 

• Paratransit Relocated



• Two bus zones and layover for five buses
• Parking Capacity – 1400
• Bicycle Facility
• 4‐car train platform per direction
• Passenger Drop‐off and pick up
• Paratransit operation

Asking Questions during
Pre-Engineering Design



Pre-Engineering Design Product

1400 stalls

Paratransit
(Share with bus zone)

NB & SB Bus Zones
(under train platform)

Pick up/Drop off

Bicycle Plaza

Layover ‐ Bus (5) 
Paratransit (5)

4‐car train
Elevated station



• City of Bellevue Transit Master Plan
– More frequent bus service
– BRT service
– More frequent bus service
with pass‐through routes 
rather than terminated routes

• Paratransit Transit Hub
• Future Transit Technology

Asking More Questions during
Final Engineering Design



Design Changes – NB Routing

Pre-Engineering Design



Design Changes – NB Routing

200’ long Bus Zone

Final Design



Design Changes - Layover

• Rearrange to an aisle configuration
• Total 430 LF layover aisle

(80’, 150’ and 200’)
• Efficient use of layover space with 

different size and length of buses

• Rely on operating policy for 
dependent 
arrival/departure

Paratransit Platform

NB In‐Street Bus Zone

Pre-Engineering Design

Final Design
To I‐90 & I‐405



Design Changes – Transit Technology

• Install conduit for 
future transit 
technology

• Minimize future 
tear‐out

• Small investment 
now saves for the 
future



Future Flexibility – More bus bays

Under Construction



Future Flexibility – More bus bays

Possible Modification during Operation



Future Flexibility – Sound Transit 3

by 2023SOUND TRANSIT 2
by 2041



Future Flexibility – Sound Transit 3

Under Construction



Future Flexibility – Sound Transit 3

Possible future modification



• Don’t assume all Engineers are Transit Planners
• Don’t assume all Engineers knows Transit Operations 
and all kinds of coaches

• Do ensure jurisdictional transportation staff are 
engaged in design development

• Do maintain two‐way communication between 
operation planners and engineers

• Do collaborate and get more for all, the Earlier the 
Better Together

Take-Aways



• Do share this case study with your engineers

Thanks!



East Link Project Overview
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Seattle
Bellevue

RedmondLength: 14 miles

Rider projection: 

50,000 daily by 2030

Budget: $3.7 billion (YOE)

Start of Service: Targeted 2023 



East Link Construction Timeline


