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. | am pleased to present this issue of the APTA Transit Fact

Book. The Transit Fact Book for many years has been a
standard statistical reference of trends in transit finance and
operations. The Association recognizes the importance of
this information and is committed to continue to obtain,
record, and compile transit statistics and serve as the central
repository for transit data.

Excluding copyrighted material referenced with permis-
sion of the copyright holder, data which appear in the
Transit Fact Book may be quoted or reproduced
without obtaining the permission of the American Pub-
lic Transit Association.

The trends highlighted in this edition of the Transit Fact
Book show the steady growth and improvement in public
transit during the past decade. As we look ahead, the con-
tinuing commitment to quality services will strengthen further
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the role of public transit in North America.
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Transit Fact Book

1988 Edition
TECHNICAL NOTES

The American Public Transit Association (APTA) is the recognized
source for statistical data and information about transit in the United
States. APTA obtains data from member transit systems in the United
States and uses these figures to estimate trends for all United States
transit systems. The Transit Fact Book also contains data for Canadian
transit systems provided by the Canadian Urban Transit Association
(CUTA).

The 1988 Edition of the Transit Fact Book is the fortieth edition of this
publication compiled by APTA and its predecessor organizations.

APTA is an international organization of transii systems and related
organizations in the United States, Canada, and other countries. APTA
members serve the public interest by providing safe, efficient, and eco-
nomical transit services, and by improving those services to meet nation-
al energy, environmental, and financial concerns. Over ninety percent of
persons using urban public transit in the United States are carried by
APTA members.

APTA members total over 900 and include motor bus and rapid transit
systems, organizations responsible for planning, designing, construct-
ing, financing, and operating transit systems, business organizations
which supply products and services to transit, academic institutions,
and state associations and departments of transportation.

Formed on a cooperative, nonprofit basis, APTA’s objectives are:

*to represent the public interest in improving public transit for all
persons

+to represent the interests, common policies, requirements, and pur-
poses of the operators of public transit

+to provide a medium for exchange of experiences, discussion, and
comparative study of public transit affairs

«to promote research and investigation to the end of improving public
transit

+to aid members in dealing with special issues

+to encourage cooperation among its members, their employees, and
the general public

+to encourage compliance with the letter and spirit of equal opportu-
nity principles

«to collect, compile, and make available to members data and infor-
mation relative to public transit

«to assist in the training, education, and professional development of
all persons involved in public transit

+to engage in any other activities which will serve the members and
promote public transit

APTA is organized to function on behalf of all of transit's diversified
interests. It is governed by a Board of Directors with voting control and
authority vested in transit policy board members, transit operating offi-
cials, and associate members who are elected by the membership.

This book includes in Sections A and B aggregate information for all
transit systems in the United States. Except as noted, prior-to-1984 data
exclude commuter railroad, automated guideway, urban ferry boat, and
demand response, as well as most transit systems outside of urbanized
areas. Data for these systems were not available prior to that date;
accordingly, all data tables are non-continuous between 1983 and 1984.
Non-transit services such as taxicab, school bus, unregulated jitney,
sightseeing bus, intercity bus, and special application mass transporta-
tion systems (e.g., amusement parks, airports, and international, rural,
rural interstate, island, and urban park ferries) are excluded from all
tables. Beginning in 1984, only active vehicles are counted in vehicle
tables to conform with data reported to the Urban Mass Transportation
Administration of the U.S. Department of Transportation (UMTA).

Data reported in Section C, The United States Urban Mass Transporta-
tion Act, are for all mass transportation operations and agencies qualify-
ing under provisions of the laws cited in each table. Federal government
funding data are based on reports prepared by the United States Depart-
ment of Transportation.

Data reported in Section D, Statistical Trends of Canadian Transit Op-
erations, are taken from Urban Transit Facts in Canada published by the
Canadian Urban Transit Association. The data are for all regular transit
service provided by CUTA transit system members. Section D is the only
section in which Canadian data appear.

Beginning in 1984, data used by APTA to compile Sections A and B of
this book are based on National Urban Mass Transportation Statistics,
published by UMTA. This document is the annual summary of reports
submitted to UMTA to comply with requirements of Section 15 of the
Urban Mass Transportation Act of 1964, as amended.

Data for prior years were voluntarily provided by APTA member United
States transit systems. All data are expanded by standard statistical
methods to provide estimates of statistical trends for all United States
transit systems.

The initial adoption of the Section 15 requirements effective in 1979
resulted in several alterations to previous transit recordkeeping practices.
Passenger data are collected for Section 15 by a sample survey tech-
nique not normally used by transit systems prior to Section 15 imple-



mentation. This has resulted in a break in the continuity of APTA Passen-
ger Trip data in Tables 12 & 14 between 1980 and the preceding line.
Passenger Trip data reported in these tables are Total Passenger Rides
before 1980 and Unlinked Transit Passenger Trips beginning in 1980.

Salaries and Wages data prior to 1977 in Table 18 include employee
compensation in the form of paid sick leave, paid vacation time, and paid
holidays. Beginning in 1977 these compensation types are included in
Fringe Benefit costs. Prior to 1980, the Number of Employees is the
average number of persons during the year. Beginning in 1980, the
Number of Employees is based on the concept of Employee Equivalents
where each Employee Equivalent is equal to 2,000 labor hours.

Because of the time required for transit systems to compile and report
the large amount of data for this book, data for the last two calendar
years reported are preliminary and will be refined when additional data
become available. Changes in data reported for prior years, evident when
comparing this book to previous editions, were made from subsequent
availability of additional or updated data.

SECTION A

Statistical Trends
of Transit Finances
and Operations
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The United States
Urban Mass

SECTION C

Transportation Act
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History and Provisions of the Urban
Mass Transportation Act of 1964, as Amended

In 1964 the Congress of the United States found that "the welfare and
vitality of urban areas, the satisfactory movement of people and goods
within such areas, and the effectiveness of housing, urban renewal,
highway, and other federally aided programs are being jeopardized by
the deterioration or inadequate provision of urban transportation facili-
ties and services. .. ." To remedy this situation, Congress enacted the
Urban Mass Transportation Act of 1964 which provided a program for
transit systems to purchase capital equipment.

Continuing this commitment into its third decade, the Congress
appropriated more than $3.2 billion for assistance to mass transpor-
tation during Fiscal Year 1988. The FY 1988 Continuing Resolution
(PL. 100-202) includes $804.7 million for operating assistance and
$927.6 million in capital assistance allocated to urbanized areas on a
formula basis; $64.6 million allocated to rural areas on a formula basis;
$1,065.3 million of discretionary capital funding; $123.5 million for capi-
tal transfers from interstate highway projects; $180.5 million for Wash-
ington D.C. Metro; and $44.1 million for research, training, and UMTA
administration. ;

A variety of federal assistance programs has evolved over the years
due to changing transit needs and changing federal objectives. Land-
marks in this evolution include:

*1961: The Housing and Urban Development Act of 1961 provided
funding for transit demonstrations and loans for mass transportation
projects.

*1964: The Urban Mass Transportation Act of 1964 (UMT Act of 1964)
established the Urban Mass Transportation Administration (UMTA) within
the Department of Housing and Urban Development to administer a
program of capital grants to transit systems.

+1966: The Urban Mass Transportation Act of 1966 expanded funding
for capital purchases and allowed funding for research, planning, and
training.

*1966: The Urban Mass Transportation Administration was moved to
the newly created Department of Transportation (DOT).

*1970: The Urban Mass Transportation Assistance Act of 1970 pro-
vided increased levels of federal funding by authorizing a $3.1 billion
program of capital grants.

+1973: The Federal-Aid Highway Act of 1973 increased the federally
funded portion of transit capital projects from two-thirds to 80 percent
and authorized expenditure of Federal-Aid Urban Systems highway
funds and Interstate Highway Transfers for qualifying transit projects.

*1974: The National Mass Transportation Assistance Act of 1974
increased authorizations for discretionary capital funding and created a
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formula grant program to allocate fundiﬁg directly to urbanized areas
that could be used for either operations or capital projects.

*1978: The Federal Public Transportation Act of 1978, Title Ill of the
Surface Transportation Assistance Act of 1978 (STA Act of 1978)
expanded the formula grant program and divided it into categorical
programs that included additional operating grants for fixed guideway
systems, capital grants for bus purchases, and operating grants for
places outside of urbanized areas.

*1982: The Federal Public Transportation Act of 1982, Title |l of the
Surface Transportation Assistance Act of 1982 (STA Act of 1982) pro-
vided that 1¢ of a 5¢ increase in the Highway Trust Fund users' fee on
motor fuels would be placed into a Mass Transit Account for capital
projects, increased the portion of all funding allocated through the for-
mula grant program, and altered the formula grant program allocation
formula to include transit service data as well as population data.

*1987: The Federal Mass Transportation Act (FMTA) of 1987, Title 11l of
the Surface Transportation and Uniform Relocation Assistance Act of
1987 (P.L. 100-17), authorizes the federal transit program through Fis-
cal Year 1991, increases the level of authorization for the formula and
discretionary programs and provides that a portion of the Mass Transit
Account may be allocated for capital purposes on a formula basis.

TABLE 29

United States Government Operating Grant Approvals
for Mass Transportation

UMT ACT GRANT APPROVALS
FE,ES’%%‘- FOR OPERATING ASSISTANCE (a)
YEAR TOTAL APPROVALS
(MILLIONS)
1975 $ 1425
1976 411.8
1977 571.8
1978 685.3
1979 868.5
1980 1,120.7
1981 1.129.5
1982 1,055.5
1983 887.9
1984 922.4
1985 881.1
1986 872.5
1987 820.4

(a) Urban Mass Transportation Act of 1964, as amended.
Source: U.S. Department of Transportation, Urban Mass Transportation Administration.
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TOTAL CAPITAL
GRANTS
(MILLIONS)

Transit systems receive the majority of their funding through five con-
tinuing programs which allocate funding to urbanized areas or states by
formula. In each case, the amount allocated to an urbanized area or
state is equal to the ratio of the data for that urbanized area or state to
the sum of data for all eligible urbanized areas or states. These pro-
grams, identified by section number in the UMT Act of 1964, as amended,
are:

2.510.3
3,137.3
2,476.2

Section 3 Original grant program, begun in FY 1964, provides capital
assistance to eligible transit projects selected by the Urban Mass Trans-

OTHER CAPITAL
GRANTS
{c)
(MILLIONS)
$ 00
85.6

portation Administration or “earmarked” by Congress. This program is
known as “discretionary funding.”

Status: Authorized through FY 1991.

Recipients of Funds: State or local public bodies and agencies making
application based on discretion of UMTA and Congress, and availabil-
ity of funds. Specific categories of expenditures may have amounts
"earmarked"” during the legislative process. After providing funds for
Sections 4(i), 8, 16(b)(2), and university research programs, 40% of the
funds is reserved for new starts and extensions, 40% for rail moderni-

81
576
434
586
620
701
659
611
657
440
291.1
680.2
405.2

UMT ACT
FORMULA
(b)
(MILLIONS)
0.0
0.0

$

zation grants, 10% for major bus projects and 10% is unspecified
discretionary.

Eligible Expenditures: For capital projects only.

Method of Allocation: Discretionary.

Matching Ratio: 75% federal, 25% state and local.

Source of Funds: The Mass Transit Account of the Highway Trust Fund.

255
431
361
297
863
339
1,491.6
1,324.8
1,376.5

Section 9 This program allocates operating and capital assistance on
a formula basis to urbanized areas. Funding is authorized through Sec-

UMTACT
SECTION 3
(a)
(MILLIONS)
$2,256.0

870.3

tion 21(a) of the UMT Act of 1964, as amended.
Status: Authorized through FY 1991.

Recipients of Funds: Urbanized areas; directly over 200,000 popula-
tion, through state governors under 200,000 population.

Eligible Expenditures: For operations or capital projects by local deci-
sion up to a limit equal to a percentage of the sum of FY 1982 Section 5,
Tiers |, I, and Il allocation for each urbanized area. Percentage limita-
tions are 80% for urbanized areas over 1,000,000 population; 90% for

9

4

5

0

2.

65

2

3

64
1,096.0
727.7
1,132.3
694.5

FEDERAL
FISCAL
YEAR
1965-734
1974
1975
1976

United States Government Capital Grant Approvals for Mass Transportation by Program*

TABLE 30

urbanized areas between 200,000 population and 1,000,000 popula-
tion; and 95% for urbanized areas less than 200,000 population. Urban-
ized areas newly designated by the 1980 Census or later are eligible to
use for operations up to two-thirds of their first full-year Section 9 appor-
tionment. The remaining portion of each urbanized area’s allocation
may be used only for capital projects.

Beginning in FY 1989, small urban areas between 50,000-200,000 in
population will have their operating assistance limitations adjusted annu-
ally for inflation.

1977
1978
1979
1980
1981
1982
1983
1984
1985
1986
1987

(c) Federal Aid Highway Act of 1973, as amended; Federal Aid Urban Systems and Interstate Transfer; and National Capital Transportation Act of 1969,

(a) Urban Mass Transportation Act of 1964, as amended: Section 3 and Section 16(b) 2
(b) Urban Mass Transportation Act of 1964, as amended: Section 5, Section 9A, Section 9, and Section 18

* Net amounts, excludes cancelled and reduced projects.

as amended
(d) Nine-year Total
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-Aid Highway Act of 1973, as amended, and funding from

g from Section 3 and Section 16(b)(2) of the Urban Mass Transportation Act

United States Government Capital Grant Approvals for Mass Transportation by Use*

TABLE 31
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of 1964, as amended, Urban Systems and Interstate Transfers Sections of the Federal

Section 14 of the National Capital Transportation Act of 1969, as amended.

Source: U.S. Department of Transportation, Urban Mass Transportation Administration.

* Net amounts; excludes cancelled and reduced projects. Includes fundin
(c) Urban ferry boat, cable car, inclined plane, and automated guideway transit.

(d) Twelve-year total.
(e) Planning grants from Section 9A, Section 9 and Interstate Transfer.

(a) Motor bus and trolieybus.
(b) Heavy rail and fight rail.

Method of Allocation: By formula. Funds are allocated for Section 9,
9(B) and 18 in seven subsections that are equal to percentages of the
total amount authorized under Section 21(a), 21(b) and 21(c) of the
FMTA of 1987. The percent of funding for each urbanized area in a
subsection with a formula based on transit operating data varies each
year because of variations in the transit operating data. These subsec-
tions, designated by funding type, are:

(1) Fixed guideway-operations in urbanized areas over 200,000 popula-
tion, basic formula, 28.15% of Section 21(a) authorization. The formula
is 60% fixed guideway revenue vehicle miles operated and 40% fixed
guideway route miles. Urbanized areas over 750,000 population that
have commuter rail operations receive a minimum of 0.75% of this
subsection.

(2) Fixed guideway operations in urbanized areas over 200,000 popula-
tion, incentive formula, 1.29% of Section 21(a) authorization. The for-
mula is the number of fixed guideway passenger miles traveled multiplied

‘by the number of fixed guideway passenger miles traveled per dollar of

operating cost. Urbanized areas over 750,000 population that have -
commuter railroad operations receive a minimum of 0.75% of this
subsection.

(3) Bus operations in urbanized areas over 1,000,000 population, basic
formula, 39.31% of Section 21(a) authorization. The formula is 50% bus
revenue vehicle miles operated, 25% urbanized area population, and
25% -urbanized area population density weighted by population.

(4) Bus operations in urbanized areas from 200,000 to 1,000,000 popu-
lation, basic formula, 14.25% of Section 21(a) authorization. The for-
mula is 50% bus revenue vehicle miles operated, 25% urbanized area

‘population, and 25% urbanized area population density weighted by

population,

(5) Bus operations in urbanized areas over 200,000 population, incen-
tive formula, 5.43% of Section 21(a) authorization. The formula is the
number of bus passenger miles traveled multiplied by the number of
bus passenger miles traveled per dollar of operating cost.

(6) Mass transportation operations in urbanized areas less than 200,000
population, 8.64% of Section 21(a) authorization. The formula is 50%
urbanized area population and 50% urbanized area population density
weighted by population:

(7) Mass transportation operations outside of urbanized areas, 2.93% of
Section 21(a) and (b) under Section 9(B) authorization. These alloca-
tions are made through Section 18 procedures. Congress may provide
additional "bonus” appropriations.

Matching Ratios: Operating assistance; federal share up to 50% of
operating expense less earned revenue, including passenger fares, to
the limit of available federal funds. State and local operating assistance
share must equal or exceed federal operating assistance share. Capital
assistance: 80% federal, 20% state and local.
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Glossary of Federal Terms

Authorization: Legislation that creates the structure of a program
including any formulas and guidelines for awarding funds. Authoriz-
ing legislation may set an upper limit on program spending or
may be open ended as in "such sums as rnay be necessary.”
General revenue funds to be spent under an authorization must
be appropriated by separate legislation.

Appropriation: Legislation that grants money from general reve-
nues to a program that has usually been previously authorized by
other legislation. The amount of money appropriated may be less
than the amount authorized.

Apportionment: Approval by the Office of Management and Bud-
get for an agency to spend funds appropriated by Congress. The
public reporting of the OMB approved apportionment, detailing
the amount of formula funding available to each urbanized area or
designated recipient, is done by UMTA and is commonly referred
to as “the apportionment.”

Budget Authority: Authority to enter into obligations which will
result in immediate or future outlays. The basic forms of budget
authority are appropriations, authority to borrow, and contract
authority.

Contract Authority: A type of budget authority that permits an
agency to incur specific obligations. Contract authority does not
provide the money to pay the obligation; it must be followed by an
“appropriation to liquidate” any obligations incurred.

Funding Commitment: Spending of obligated money by a grant
recipient.

Grant: Money received by a non-federal agency eligible to receive
federal funding under the provisions of authorizing legislation with
funding provided by appropriations legislation.

Obligation: An action by an administrative agency approving the
spending of money for a specific purpose to a specific grant
recipient.

Outlays_: Value of money actually spent in a given time period.

Outlays include checks issued, interest debt accrued, and other

ga%/ments. An excess of outlays compared to revenue results in a
eficit.
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Source of Funds: General revenues and a portion of the Mass Transit
Account (see Section 9(B) below).

Section 9(B) Established by the FMTA of 1987. One half of all Mass
Transit Account funds exceeding $1 billion annually are distributed to
all recipients through the Section 9 program for capital purposes only.
Section 18 recipients receive a 2.93% share of Section 9(B) as well as
their share of Section 9 (both from general revenues) for capital and
operating purposes. Funds represent contract authority and are avail-
able for four years, including the year of apportionment, after which they
are reapportioned via the formula program.

Section 16(b)2 Established by the Urban Mass Transportation Act of
1970 to assure the availability of mass transportation to elderly and
disabled persons.

Status: Authorized through FY 1991.

Recipients of Funds: Private, non-profit corporations and associations
providing mass transportation services for the elderly and disabled
through state governors.

Eligible Expenditures: For capital equipment and state administrative
costs.

Method of Allocation: By formula. Funds are allocated to states based
on population of elderly and disabled individuals with a fixed minimum
amount for each state.

Matching Ratio: 80% federal, 20% state and local.

Source of Funds: The Mass Transit Account of the Highway Trust Fund.
Section 18 Established By the STA Act of 1978 to allocate funds for
mass transportation in rural areas outside of urbanized areas,

Status: Authorized through FY 1991.

Recipients of Funds: Mass transportation providers outside of urban-
ized areas through state governors.

Eligible Expenditures: For operations or capital projects.

Method of Allocation: By formula. Funds are authorized in Section 21(a)
and (b) under Section 9(B) of the UMT Act of 1964, as amended, to be
allocated through Section 18 procedures. Formula is non-urbanized
area population of each state.

Matching Ratio: Operating assistance: not to exceed 50% of net cost up
to an amount equal to the sum of state and local operating assistance.
Capital assistance: 80% federal, 20% state and local.

Source of Funds: General revenues.
Section 18(h) Established by the FMTA of 1987 to carry out a rural
transit assistance program in non-urbanized areas. Grants are avail-

able. for research, technical assistance, training and related support
services.
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Interstate Transfers Introduced in the Federal-Aid Highway Act of
1973, allows substitution of transit projects in urban areas for non-
essential Interstate Highway projects.

Status: Authorized through FY 1991,
Recipients of Funds: Any eligible state or local government agency.
Eligible Expenditures: For capital projects only.

Method of Allocation: Upon application by state governor and local
government agency, 50% of funding at the discretion of the Secretary of
Transportation, 50% in accordance with cost estimates approved admin-
istratively or by Congress. Specific areas may have amounts “earmarked”
during the legislative process.

Matching Ratio: 85% federal, 15% state and local.
Source of Funds: General revenues.
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Glossary of Financial Terms

Financial terms used in this book are basecd on the "Urban Mass
Transportation Act of 1964, as amended, Section 15, Uniform System of
Accounts and Records.” The following definitions of financial terms do
not, however, identify specific ledger accounts from "Section 15" or any
other accounting system and are not intended to serve as model defini-
tions of financial terms in other publications.

Transit system financial data reported in this book are based on the
accrual system of accounting, which records revenues received as well
as anticipated and expenses incurred as well as anticipated during the
accounting period.

Revenue Terms
(Listed in Order of appearance in Table 3)

Passenger Revenue
Fares, including transfer charges and zone charges, paid by transit
passengers traveling aboard transit vehicles operating in regular
fixed-route and special demand-response service; also known as
"farebox revenue.” Beginning in 1984, also includes fare revenue
retained by contractors operating transit service and not turned over
to transit system.

Other Operating Revenue

Revenue derived from (1) provision of transit service other than regu-
lar fixed-route and special demand-response service (charter service
revenues, special contract fares, and special route guarantees); (2)
operations closely associated with provision of transit service, includ-
ing station and vehicle concessions, and advertising; and (8) transit
system facilities or operations not associated with providing transit
service, including rental of vehicles and properties, investment income,
and "park-and-ride” parking lot revenue.

Total Operating Revenue
Total revenue derived from provision of transit service; the sum of
"Passenger Revenue” and "Other Operating Revenue.”

State and Local Operating Assistance
Financial assistance for transit operations (not capital expenditures)
which originated at the state or local government level.

Federal Operating Assistance
Financial assistance for transit operations (not capital expenditures)
which originated at the federal government level.

Total Operating Assistance

The sum of "State and Local Operating Assistance” and "Federal
Operating Assistance.”
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Total Revenue
Total receipts derived from provision of transit service plus additional
monies related to provision of transit service but derived from other
sources; the sum of "Total Operating Revenue” and "Total Operating
Assistance.”

Expense Function Class Terms
(Listed in Order of appearance in Table 3)

Vehicle Operations Expense
Total expense of all labor, materials, fees, and rents required for oper-
ating transit passenger vehicles and passenger stations including all
fuels for vehicle propulsion except electric propulsion power.

Vehicle Maintenance Expense _
Total expense of all labor, materials, services, and equipment used to
repair and to service transit passenger vehicles and service vehicles.

Non-Vehicle Maintenance Expense
Total expense of all labor, materials, services, and equipment used to
repair and service transit system way and structures, vehicle move-
ment control systems, fare collection equipment, communication sys-
tems, buildings and grounds, and equipment other than vehicles
including expense of electric propulsion power for transit passenger
vehicles.

General Administration Expense
Total expense of all labor, materials, and fees associated with general
office functions, insurance, safety, legal services, and customer
services.

Purchased Transportation Expense
Total expense of all labor, materials, and fees paid to companies or
organizations providing transit service under contract to a transit system.

Total Operating Expense
The sum of all transit system operating expenses: "Vehicle Opera-
tions Expense,” "Vehicle Maintenance Expense,” "“Non-Vehicle
Maintenance Expense,” "General Administration Expense,” and "Pur-
chased Transportation Expense.”

Depreciation and Amortization

Total decline in value of transit system assets incurred through use of
tangible property (depreciation) and intangible property (amortiza-
tion). Because property is depreciated or amortized on a formula
basis over several years, the amount recorded as depreciation or
amortization normally does not represent the actual money spent for
property in any specific time period.

Many publicly owned transit systems receive financial assistance for
the purchase of property (capital assistance). Although the property
purchased with capital assistance might be depreciated or amor-
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tized and thus reported as an “expense” in this book, any financial
assistance received for the purchase of property is not included in
"revenue” or “operating assistance” amounts

Other Reconciling ltems
All transit system expenses in addition to "Total Operating Expense”
and “Depreciation and Amortization” including interest expenses and
leases and rentals.

Total Expense
Total expenditures related to provision of transit service; the sum of
“Total Operating Expense,” "Depreciation and Amortization,” and “Other
Reconciling Iltems.”

Expense Object Class Terms
(Listed in order of appearance in Table 11)

Salaries and Wages
All pay and paid monetary allowances, including overtime, paid to
transit employees for performance of specific pieces of work.

Fringe Benefits
All compensation in the form of payments or accruals made to transit
employees not for performance of a specific piece of work including
sick pay, holiday pay, vacation pay, pension plans, life insurance,
health insurance, unemployment insurance, social security, workmen'’s
compensation, and other allowances.

Services
Expense for labor or other work provided by outside organizations for
a fee.

Fuel and Lubricants
Expense for gasoline, diesel, other fuels, and vehicle lubricants.

Other Materiais and Supplies
Expense for materials and supplies other than "Fuel and Lubricants”.

Utilities
Expense for utilities including electric, gas, water, and telephone ser-
vice, and propulsion power for electric transit vehicles.

Casuality and Liability Costs
Expense for protection of transit system from loss through insurance
programs or for compensation of others for losses due to acts for
which the transit system is liable.

Purchased Transportation
Total expense of all labor, materials, and fees paid to companies or
organizations providing transit service under contract to a transit system.

Other
‘Expenses not identified in the eight object categories defined above
including taxes, expense transfers, and miscellaneous expenses.
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Glossary of Non-Financial Terms

Definitions of non-financial terms in this book conform to general
usage in transit. Specific terms, however, may vary in meaning when
used in other publications or contexts. Definitions used in describing
United States Government programs appear on Page 62, "Glossary of
Federal Terms."

Active Service Transit Passenger Vehicles
Transit passenger vehicles licensed, where required, and maintained
for regular use, including spares and vehicles out of service for main-
tenance purposes but excluding vehicles in "dead” storage, leased
to other operators, in energy contingency reserve status, or perma-
nently not usable for transit service.

Adult Cash Fare (Base Period)
Basic full fare paid by one person for one transit ride; excludes trans-
fer charges, zone charges, express service charges, peak period
surcharges, and reduced fares.

Aerial Tramway
System of aerial cables with suspended unpowered passenger vehi-
cles propelled by separate cables attached to the vehicle suspen-
sion system and powered by engines or motors at a central location
not on board the vehicle.

Average Fare (Revenue) per Unlinked Transit Passenger Trip
"Passenger Revenue” divided by “Unlinked Transit Passenger Trips.”

Automated Guideway
Fixed-guideway electric transit vehicles operating without vehicle
operators or other crewpersons on board the vehicle.

Cable Car
A type of electric transit vehicle railway operating in mixed street
traffic with unpowered, individually-controlled transit vehicles propelled
by moving cables located below the street surface and powered by
engines or motors at a central location not on board the vehicle.

Capital Employee
An employee involved with construction or capital procurement and
who has no involvement with -operation of the transit system.

Commuter Rallroad
Those portions of “main-line railroad” (not "electric railway") transpor-
tation operations which encompass urban passenger train service for
local travel between a central city and adjacent suburbs; commuter
railroad service—using both locomotive-hauled and self-propelled
railroad passenger cars—is characterized by multi-trip tickets, spe-
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cific station-to-station fares, railroad employment practices, and usu-
ally only one or two stations in the central business district. Also
known as “suburban railroad.”

Demand-Response Service
A type of non-fixed-route bus or van service characterized by passen-
gers boarding and alighting at any location within the transit provid-
er's service area. Vehicles pickup and discharge passengers at times
requested by the passengers by prior arrangement, either by tele-
phone for "dial-a-ride” service, or other prescheduling arrangements.

Downtown People Mover
A type of automated guideway transit operating on a loop or shuttle
route within the central business district of a city.

Express Bus Service
Scheduled, fixed-route bus service where a portion of the route is
operated without stops or with a limited number of stops to pick up or
discharge passengers.

Ferry Boat
Passenger-carrying marine vessel providing frequent “bridge” ser-
vice over a fixed route and on a published time schedule between
two or more points.

Fixed-Route Transit Service
Transit service provided on a repetitive, scheduled basis along a
specific route with transit vehicles stopping to pickup and discharge
passengers at the same locations each time they traverse the route.

Heavy Rail
A type of electric transit vehicle railway with the capacity for a “heavy
volume” of traffic and characterized by exclusive rights-of-way, multi-
car trains, high speed and rapid acceleration sophisticated signal-
ing, and high platform loading. Also known as "“subway,” "elevated
(railway),” or “metropolitan railway (metro).”

Inclined Plane
A type of electric transit passenger vehicle railway operating over
exclusive right-of-way on steep grades with unpowered vehicles pro-
pelled by moving cables attached to the vehicles and powered by
engines or motors at a central location not on board the vehicle.

Light Rail

A type of electric transit vehicle railway with a “light volume” traffic
capacity compared to “Heavy Rail.” Light rail may be on exclusive or
shared rights-of-way, high or low platform loading, multi-car trains or
single cars, automated or manually operated. In generic usage light
rail includes “streetcars,” "trolley cars,” and “framways”; in specific
usage light rail refers to very modern and more sophisticated devel-
opments of these older rail modes.
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Major Rehabilitation of Transit Passenger Vehicle
Major rebuilding of a transit passenger vehicle for the purpose of
preserving its useful service life.

Metropolitan Railway
See "Heavy Rail”

Mode of Transit Service
Transit service provided by a single type of transit vehicle operated in
a particular format of service. Generic modes include motor bus,
heavy rail, light rail, commuter rail, cable car, ferry boat, and other
modes distinguished by vehicle type. Modes further defined by format
of service include fixed-route bus, demand-response bus, and sub-
scription bus among many possible service format alternatives.

Monorail
A type of electric transit vehicle railway with a guideway formed by a
single beam or rail which a transit vehicle or train of vehicles either
straddles or is suspended from.

Motor Bus
Rubber tired, self-propelled, manually steered transit vehicle with fuel
supply carried on board the vehicle. Motor bus types include:

Advanced Design Bus: A type of transit bus, introduced in the
mid-1970’s and incorporating new styling and design features com-
pared to previous transit buses.

Articulated Bus: A type of transit bus from 55 feet to 60 feet in length
with two connected passenger compartments able to bend at their
connecting point when the bus negotiates a corner.

Doubie Deck Bus: A type of transit bus with two separate passenger
compartments, one aboye the other.

Intercity Bus: A standard-size bus equipped with front doors only,
high backed seats, luggage compartments separate from the passen-
ger compartment, and usually with restroom facilities, for high-speed
long-distance service.

Medium Size Bus: Any bus from 29 feet to 34 feet in length.

New Look Bus: A type of transit bus characterized by the predomi-
nant styling and mechanical equipment common to transit buses
manufactured between 1959 and 1978.

Sightseeing Bus: A bus of any type adapted for sightseeing use,
usually with expanded window areas.

Small Bus: Any bus 28 feet or less in length.
Standard-Size Bus: Any bus from 35 feet to 41 feet in length.

Suburban Bus: A bus similar to a transit bus except equipped with
front doors only and normally with high-backed seats for use in
longer-distance service with relatively fewer stops.

Transit Bus: A bus designed for frequent-stop service with front and
center doors, normally with a rear-mounted diesel engine, low-back
seating, and without luggage storage compartments or restroom
facilities.
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Van: A small vehicle, usually 20 feet or shorter in length, usually with
an automotive-type engine and limited seating normally entered directly
through side or rear doors of the vehicle rather than from a central
aisle, used for door-to-door, vanpool, and other specialized transit
service.

Muiti-Mode Transit System
A transit system operating more than one mode of transit service.

Operating Employee
An employee involved with operation, maintenance, or administration
of the transit system. Excludes those involved in construction and
capital procurement.

Paratransit Service

All transit service other than fixed-route service. Some types of spe-
cial services are: variablé-route service where a passenger boarding
a vehicle can select any discharge point in a service area; demand-
response service (also known as dial-a-ride) where a passenger can
board and alight at any point in a service area; charter service; sub-
scription service where a group of passengers are carried between
the same locations on a repetitive basis; and brokerage service where a
transit system or other agency organizes vanpool-type service.

Passenger Miles
The number of person-miles traveled by all passengers riding transit
vehicles; one person traveling one mile aboard a transit vehicle is one
passenger mile.

Peak Period Surcharge
An extra fee in addition to the basic cash fare required during peak
periods (rush hours).

Publicly Owned Transit System
A transit system owned or subsidized by any municipality, county,
regional authority, state, or other governmental agency including a
transit system operated or managed by a private management firm
under contract to the government agency owner.

Rapid Transit
Transit vehicles operating over completely grade-separated exclu-
sive right-of-way. The term rail rapid transit, also known as "rapid rail
transit,” applies to both operation of light rail vehicles over exclusive
right-of-way and operation of heavy rail vehicles; the term bus rapid
transit applies to operation of motor buses over exclusive bus roads
("rapid busways"). .

Revenue Passenger Trips (Revenue Passengers)

Single-vehicle transit rides by initial-board (first-ride) transit passen-
gers only; excludes all transfer rides and all non-revenue rides.
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Single-Vehicle Transit Ride _ _
One person traveling aboard one transit vehicle.

Special Service
See “Paratransit Service.”

Streetcar .
A type of electric transit vehicle railway operated in mixed traffic on
streets, usually single cars, manually operated, with boarding from
street level rather than platforms. Also known as "trolley car” or “tram-
way"; included as a type of "light rail" in generic usage.

Total Labor Costs _
Sum of "Salaries and Wages" and “Fringe Benefit Costs”; see Glos-
sary of Financial Terms.

Total Motor Bus Mile Equivalents
The number of vehicle miles that would have been operated by a
transit mode if the service had been provided by motor buses. Based
on average seating plus standing capacity of the vehicle as com-
pared to the 70-passenger capacity of a standard-size motor bus.

Total Passenger Rides (Total Pas:engers)
Combined total of all single-vehicle transit rides by (1) initial-board
(first-ride) revenue passengers, (2) transfer passengers on second
and successive rides, and (3) non-revenue passengers entitled to
transportation without charge.

Tramway
See "Light Rail" and "Streetcar.”

Transfer Charge
An extra fee in addition to the basic cash fare charged for purchase
of a transfer for boarding another transit vehicle to continue a trip.

Transit Passenger Vehicle
Any vehicle used to carry passengers in transit service.

Transit System
Organizations providing any type of intraurban or rural intracommunity
multiple-occupancy-vehicle passenger service, including fixed-route
service, variable-route service, demand-response service, and un-
scheduled service, provided for use by the general public or groups
of the general public. A system that contracts out its service to one or
more private companies or public agencies is counted as one system.

Trolleybus
Rubber-tired electric transit vehicle, manually steered, propelled by a
motor drawing current—normally through overhead wires—from a
central power source not on board the vehicie.
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Unlinked Transit Passenger Trips
Transit trips taken by both initial-board (originating) and transfer (con-
tinuing) transit passengers; includes charter rides and special rides.
Each passenger is counted each time that person boards a transit
vehicle regardless of the type of fare paid or transfer presented.

Urban Ferry Boat
Any ferry boat operation with one or more terrninals within an urban-
ized area, excluding international and urban park ferries.

Urbanized Area
An area delimited by the United States Bureau of the Census consist-
ing of a central city of 50,000 inhabitants or more or two cities having
contiguous boundaries and constituting, for general social and eco-
nomic purposes, a single community with a population of at least
50,000, plus surrounding closely settled territory but excluding the
rural portion of extended cities.

Urban Place
An area delimited by the United States Bureau of the Census consist-
ing of incorporated political units or closely settled population centers
without corporate limits not within the boundaries of an urbanized
area.

Vanpool
A type of transit service in which passengers share a van with one
passenger designated "driver” The route is "fixed,” but varies as
passengers change. Purchase, maintenance, and recruitment of pas-
sengers may be handled by a sponsoring transit system. Fares may
be charged, or the cost may be divided. as agreed by the passengers.

Vehicle Miles Operated
Sum of all miles operated in regular service, special service, and
non-revenue service by transit vehicles that carry passengers. When
vehicles are operated in trains, each vehicle is counted separately,
e.g., an eight-vehicle train operating for one mile equals eight vehicie
miles.

Wheelchair Accessible Transit Passenger Vehicle
Atransit passenger vehicle equipped with a lift, ramp, or other board-
ing and safety devices required to allow a person in a wheelchair to
use the vehicle. For high platform boarding rail cars, wheelchair accessi-
bility might require elevators or ramps in stations rather than lifts or
ramps on the cars.

Zone Fare Charge

An extra fee in addition to the basic cash fare charged when a pas-
senger crosses a predetermined boundary.
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