State of the Union Shines Spotlight on Needed
Infrastructure Investment
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Statement by APTA President and CEO Paul P. Skoutelas

Washington, D.C. — “The American Public Transportation Association (APTA) and its 1,500
member organizations look forward to working with the Administration and Congress to
invest in the nation’s infrastructure, including public transportation. We are pleased that
President Donald J.Trump highlighted in his State of the Union address that rebuilding
America’s crumbling infrastructure is one of the Administration’s major priorities.

‘Increased investment in public transportation infrastructure will help build stronger
communities. Every dollar invested in public transportation generates approximately $4 in
economic returns.

“‘“APTA urges the President and Congress to swiftly act on bipartisan infrastructure
investment legislation because it has consistent and unwavering support throughout
America. A recent joint poll from APTA and the American Road and Transportation Builders
Association found that 90 percent of Americans support increased investment in our national
infrastructure.

‘Americans know that investing in projects that improve public transportation and our
highways, waterways and bridges will improve their quality of life and help grow their
communities for decades to come. Americans are united in their support for infrastructure
investment because they recognize the great need—a backlog of more than $90 billion to
bring the nation’s public transportation systems up to a state of good repair.

“The message is loud and clear: Invest in rebuilding America now.”
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The American Public Transportation Association (APTA) is a nonprofit international
association of 1,500 public and private sector organization which represent a $68 billion
industry that directly employs 420,000 people and supports millions of private sector jobs.
APTA members are engaged in the areas of bus, paratransit, light rail, commuter rail,
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subways, waterborne services, and intercity and high-speed passenger rail. This includes:
transit systems; planning, design, construction, and finance firms; product and service
providers; academic institutions; transit associations and state departments of transportation.
APTA is the only association in North America that represents all modes of public
transportation. APTA members serve the public interest by providing safe, efficient and
economical transit services and products.
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