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How A Bill Becomes A Law
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Public Transportation Federal Funding
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• Highway Trust Fund & 
Discretionary Budget

• Authorization & 
Appropriation Acts

• Contract Authority &
General Fund



Surface Transportation Authorization Acts
FAST Act

• Establishes Multi-Year Funding for Surface Transportation
Highways, Transit, Highway Safety, and Rail

• Provides Multi-Year Contract Authority from Trust Fund
(except Rail)

• Establishes Long-Term Program Structure and Policy
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Transportation (THUD) Appropriations Acts

• THUD Appropriations Act “Writes the Check”

• Provides Contract Authority (from Highway Trust Fund)             
for Transit Formula Grants

• Provides General Fund (from Discretionary Budget)                    
for Capital Investment Grants, Research, and Admin. Expenses
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FAST Act Reauthorization
Highway Trust Fund Shortfall

$40
$28

$14

-$3

-$20

-$38

-$58

-$79

-$102

-$126

-$150

-$176
-$200

-$150

-$100

-$50

$0

$50

FY 2018 FY 2019 FY 2020 FY 2021 FY 2022 FY 2023 FY 2024 FY 2025 FY 2026 FY 2027 FY 2028 FY 2029

B
ill

io
n

s 
o

f 
D

o
lla

rs

Federal Funding & Regulations I   6



Transportation (THUD) Appropriations Acts
Public Transit and Passenger Rail Funding

Funding Levels

$13.45

$14.03
$14.21

$14.81
$15.05

$13.15

$14.01

$16.31
$16.03

$16.18

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

FY 2016 FY 2017 FY 2018 FY 2019 FY 2020

B
ill

io
n

s 
o

f 
D

o
lla

rs

FAST Act Authorized Transportation Appropriations Acts

Federal Funding & Regulations I   7



Pending Statutory Requirements

and Regulations

• Buy America and Buy American Executive Orders

• Chinese Rolling Stock Procurement Prohibition

• DOT Review of Existing Guidance

• FTA Changes to the National Transit Database

• FTA Notice on Protecting Transit Operators from Assault
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